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Can Christians Open the Door to Damnation? 

There are several types of power at work in the earth. There is a natural power, there is human power, there is demonic power and there is divine power.

There are two operations of divine power that affect people. One operation of divine power is constructive and produces miracles that greatly benefit society. We can see this power and its benefits by reading what the Bible says about the ministry of Jesus and the early church. The other facet of divine power can be very destructive to those who break spiritual law.

This session will concentrate on the destructive force of divine power and how it adversely affects God's people and the modern day church.

One of the most dangerous mistakes made by the modern day Christian is to assume that simply because he believes in Jesus that he is immune from spiritual dangers. The Bible reveals that not only is he not immune but that he is targeted by spiritual foes to be tempted, deceived, and destroyed.

Add to that the fact that the Bible also says that judgment begins in the house of God and we have a perfect reason to do an in-depth study of this spiritual danger.

Throughout recorded biblical history there are numerous illustrations of cataclysmic destruction coming upon nations, families, and individuals from a heavenly proclamation. This leads to many questions.

(1) Why would a compassionate and merciful God also be the source of divine retributions and destruction in the earth.?
(2) Are there Bible examples of divine judgment upon Christians?
(3) Will the Old Testament prophecy about pastors becoming disobedient then undergoing divine judgment be fulfilled?
(4) Does the modern day prophet still carry the authority and power to pronounce judgment on a disobedient Christian or church?
(5) What are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit that destroy the rebellious?

Jesus Warns That There Can Be Destruction

Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

Is Jesus referring to himself being the strait gate and is he saying that once we go through  him into the kingdom of God, we are immune from spiritual error and repercussions or is he saying that our attitudes, actions and words must always be confined to the strait and narrow of divine directives in order to avoid the problems that historically come upon the disobedient?


As we study the Bible one thing becomes very apparent. We learn that, historically, men do, think and say certain things that open the door to divine judgment. 

Are the remarks from Jesus a teaching for the worldly or is he trying to keep all believers from opening the door to disaster? 

During the rest of this session we will learn, that not only are the unrepentant in danger of divine retribution but, that the New Testament warns believers about the dangers of perverting the truth and disregarding divine directives

The Prophet & the Destructive Gifts of the Holy Spirit

The various gifts of the Holy Spirit enable each ministerial office to perform his delegated task, In most cases these gifts are a great blessing and benefit to the recipients but there are times when they can punish and even destroy. 

The most prominent gift of the Holy Spirit that can inflict destruction is "the working of miracles". We see this gift in operation throughout the Bible as an ongoing operation in the office of the prophet.

 The destructive power of "the working of miracles" is a operation of divine energy that is manifested by the Holy Spirit through the prophet in times of judgment and often against the very people, organizations and nations who profess to know God.  

As we enter the times of the end we will likely witness more and more tragedy much of which will be a direct result of the prophets inspired proclamations setting the working of miracles into action.

The following material is a look at this dynamic spiritual gift.

The Authority and Power of the Prophet

Amos 3:7  Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing 
without first revealing his plan to his servants the prophets.

We can see from the above scripture that the office of the prophet would be essential  in relaying the plans, directives and warnings of God to the other ministries and the church. In other words the only way a pastor or others could have direction and avoid problems would be to hear the counsel of the prophet.

The original plan of God called for the ministry of the prophet to be an essential leadership position and part of every church. Over the centuries Christianity departed from much of God's plan for the local churches and the prophet's ministry. It is that departure that caused the eventual demise and destruction of the Nation of Israel.

The following material is a brief overview of the prophet's ministry and the profound destructive power that accompanies this ministerial position.

The Prophet has the Authority to Destroy

Jeremiah 1:10 See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. 

One of the most compelling and important topics in the Bible is the unique relationship between God, the prophet and the people who profess to know God. 

The office of the prophet and the men who stand in that office are also unique in that the gifts, power and authority to bring destruction into the earth are an outstanding feature of their ministry.
Throughout the pages of the Bible we find numerous illustrations of divine judgment coming upon the earth. The one fact that is always directly connected with these disasters is that before they occurred God consulted with at least one individual. In many cases the individual was responsible for warning the people that disaster was on the horizon and that this special person also would have to use his words to trigger the judgment upon the land.

These individuals carried special gifts, attitudes and information. They were called men of God, seers or prophets. To observe this ministry close up is humbling, sobering and compelling. They exercised special authority and power that brought people, kings and nations down. They were ignored, persecuted and put to death yet seldom accepted, still they persevered. 


It is not widely known among main stream Christians but throughout the earth there are still these dedicated men, moved by the Holy Spirit raising voices crying in the wilderness, proclaiming warnings as they are moved by the Holy Spirit of God. 

A Profound Destruction

Down through biblical history we find illustration after illustration of this divine gift of destructive power at work. The following examples are just a few. 

·	Noah spoke into being a flood that destroyed the world society. 
·	Moses pronounced plagues and death onto the whole nation of Egypt.  
·	Jeremiah prophesied destruction onto the nation of Israel. 
·	Children were attack and devoured by bears because they dared mock a prophet.
·	God dealt death to a reigning King through Elijah because he did not consult the prophet. 
·	A king's hand and arm were withered and paralyzed because he dared to touch a prophet in anger.
·	A king fell dead because he allowed the people to worship his voice as the voice of God.
·	In the Book of Acts two Christians fell dead in church because they lied to the Holy Spirit.
·	The Apostle Paul struck a false prophet blind. 
·	Miriam, A woman of God got leprosy because she spoke against a prophet.
·	The Church of Corinth saw Christians sick and dying all because of a divine judgment.
·	The New Testament reveals that Christian ministers will bring a divine destruction upon themselves by straying from or perverting the Word of Truth.
·	The Apostle Paul directs a Christian church to turn a fornicator over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh.

God Sends the Evangelist to the Lost but a Prophet to His Rebellious House

Ever since the Garden of Eden people have a penchant for misinterpreting, misunderstanding and overlooking spiritual law. The ministry of the prophet is unique in that he has been given the task of informing and redirecting God's people when they go astray.  

Ezekiel 3:4  And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel 
 and speak with my words unto them. 
Ezekiel 3:7  But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house are impudent and hardhearted. 

In the above verse we see that one of the missions of the prophet is to go to those whom God already knows will refuse to listen. This verse is written about people of God who become rebellious.

The Prophet Brings Divine Judgment Upon the Land

The ministry of the prophet is not only as a message speaker but he also is the vessel through which God's destructive power is exercised upon the disobedient.  One common thread runs through many of these tragedies, they were all pronounced upon the land through the spoken word.

Jeremiah 1:16  (NIV) I will pronounce my judgments on my people 
because of their wickedness in forsaking me, 
in burning incense to other gods 
and in worshipping what their hands have made. 

Notice in the above verse that it is God himself who pronounces the judgment the prophet only repeats what God pronounces.

Jeremiah 25:30  Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. 

Jeremiah 25:29  (NIV) See, I am beginning to bring disaster on the city that bears my Name, and will you indeed go unpunished? You will not go unpunished, for I am calling down a sword upon all who live on the earth, declares the LORD Almighty.' 

Notice in the previous verse the connection between retribution on the city that bears God's name and the office and voice of the prophet.
Does this authority and power operate today? Is it dangerous for a disobedient Christian to come into the presence of the living God?

Are there people in modern day society who still carry this profound authority and power? 

The answer is not only yes but as we see the mystery of iniquity increase in these last days we will also witness more and more dramatic cases where prophets exercise this dynamic gift.

The basic spiritual truths and laws never change from the Old Testament to the New Testament. 

There will be people professing to know God who will refuse instruction, the mystery of iniquity still operates, God still sends prophets to warn people and there are always repercussions from complacency, disobedience and spiritual perversions.

God Warns His Old Testament Ministers

Leviticus 10:7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses. 

The Bible is filled with admonitions to ministers about the need to follow instructions precisely. Each warning is followed by what will happen if they neglect to follow the blueprint.  

A failure to follow instructions exactly is sin. The repercussions from sin is called death. 

Death manifest in a number of ways including sickness, mental confusion, family problems, money problems, failed projects, and destructive weather patterns. Whenever the Bible says "die or death" it means the problems of life.

The Bible contains numerous references to the dangers of death coming upon those who err in words, thoughts, actions and ministers job performance.

God Warns New Testament Ministers

2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

The word false is better understood when translated as unqualified or counterfeit. The word "teacher" does not necessarily mean a Bible teacher but rather a leader or one  who has or takes authority. In other words there will be leaders in the church that are in one accord with teachings initiated by the forces of deception and darkness. 

The New Testament tells us that judgment begins in the house of God. The above verse is written to and about Christians. The destruction is ordained of God and is a dreadful thing to behold. 
We all make mistakes but the righteous are open to discipline and correction. This is the primary purpose of the office of the prophet. One of the leading causes of divine retribution is because people refuse to listen to or obey divine correction as it is delivered through the office of the prophet.

The following account is a true account of how the ministry of the prophet is an integral part of that judgment.

The Pastor Defies a Prophet

The young Baptist pastor surveyed the gleaming white church  as it sat nestled in the vibrant green grass of the Midwestern landscape. He proudly viewed the newly striped parking lot that was now overflowing every Sunday morning and Wednesday evening.
The people loved his enthusiastic and fiery sermons. The board was enamored with the new pastor's ability to generate enthusiasm for their mission fund. People were returning to the once stagnant church services. 
All appeared well except for one thing, a man lived nearby that help the position of a prophet. 

Prophets have been given a special gift. They are the only ministry that knows the specifics of the plan of God. They have a special ability to discern spiritual right and wrong that no other ministry has. They have gifts of the Holy Spirit to foresee coming dangers.

A prophet also has an authority and power that when exercised will result in great miracles. Sometimes these miracles bring blessings upon people but at other times can be very destructive.

It was not by accident that the young pastor received a package at his church that was addressed to the prophets home address. It was not by accident that when the pastor delivered the package to the prophet he felt compelled to ask certain questions. It was not by accident that the prophet began to instruct the young pastor on certain Bible truths that were not only relevant but of the utmost importance. 

It was not by accident that they were alone in the prophets study where all the prophet's written revelations were stored. All of these things occurred because God was trying to correct and redirect the enthusiastic young preacher. One of the most important functions of the prophet's ministry is to correct and redirect the pastor. The problem is that most pastors under the influence of seducing religious spirits hate that action. This pastor was no different. 

When the prophet, inspired by God, pointed out a particular verse the pastor immediately reworded the verse to suit his Baptist doctrine, then launched into a dissertation on why that verse was not relevant for today. 

When the prophet gently pointed out another verse that contradicted the Baptist pastor's theology, the young minister became even more argumentative and began to use the age old methods employed by all disobedient religious factions. 

When confronted by Bible fact that contradicts erroneous religious doctrine, the disobedient will always resort to one or more of the following arguments. 

Disobedient Christians will contend:

(1) that the verse is not for us today, or
(2) that the scripture is not talking about believers, or 
(3) that  you are taking the scriptures out of context and that is not what it means. 

This is the typical method used by the spiritual enemies of Bible directives to pervert God's plan. This was exactly what the Baptist pastor did. 
It was divine intervention that led the pastor to the prophet. It was the prophet that had the information that would give the pastor God's plan. The pastor was on the verge of receiving the most important counsel of his life.

As the conversation continued the pastor revealed numerous areas of error concerning what he was teaching the people about the baptism into Holy Spirit. It was soon evident that he was more concerned with preserving his Baptist doctrines than in accepting God's counsel. 

The prophet now saw why God had directed this pastor to his door. 

Instead of accepting what the Holy Spirit was revealing he choose to argue that these scriptures were not relevant. He purposely misquoted scripture to prove his point. He insisted these verses were not for today, that they did not mean what they were saying. 
It was a serious situation and needed divine direction.

The Bible instructs the man of God who is opposed by disobedient, wayward and ignorant Christians to avoid arguing and instead pray that God would give them and understanding  repentance.
Other verses call for more stringent measures. In the Book of 
I Corinthians chapter five we see a different approach. This approach teaches how God's compassion is manifested in destruction.

Handing Disobedient Christians Over to Satan

1 Corinthians 5:5 To deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh,
 that the spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

Here is a case of a sexual sin in a church. There are several important facts brought out in this scripture. The first is that the church has the authority and power to pass judgment on a sinner. 
The second fact is that Satan is the actual destroyer and thirdly that sin, any sin opens the door to destruction. 

The final fact is that this fornicator was on the course to eternal death. He was about to destroy his own salvation and his spirit would be condemned in the day of judgment. When sinners undergo the painful destruction of their flesh they look for answers, repentance and deliverance from eternal death is the result.
In the case of the Baptist pastor, the prophet was compelled to invoke divine judgment. This minister was not only deceiving himself but was also leading his flock into heresy and away from eternal life.

As the young pastor went back to his church, the prophet in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, turned the minister over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh. Within a short period of time the pastor became seriously ill, had to resign his position, and suffered serious  financial difficulties.

It is important to remember that there are different kinds of fornication. One type of fornication gives sexual pleasure, the other is spiritual fornication which is a religious perversion of the truth. 

Religious perverts get pleasure from engaging in deviant religious doctrines that contradict  the revelations of the Holy Spirit.

In the Church of Corinth the man who was a sexual fornicator eventually repented and was restored to a right standing with God. 

The pastor in this account suffered a destruction brought on by engaging in religious perversion. He never repented, he went back to work for a while then started his own church. 

The final result is that he is forever lost and will suffer the same eternal damnation outlined in the New Testament promised to all ministers who refuse to hear the truth.
Ministers Suffer the Greater Condemnation

James 3:1  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 
James 3:1  (NIV) Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 

One of the greatest reasons for disasters in the life of ministers is their failure to recognize their own errors in fulfilling the qualifications and training needed along with underestimating the power and works of the spiritual enemies to tempt, deceive and manipulate the carnally minded minister.

The New Testament is filled with warnings to God's people. The above verse is one of those warnings and is telling us one of the reasons why Christians suffer cancer, heart attacks, traffic accidents and damage from destructive weather.
Throughout the world leaders are always held to a higher standard and judged accordingly. It is no different in God's house. The Bible tells us that Satan is a tempter, accuser, and destroyer and his primary target are the leaders in God's organization. 

Ministers have the most important job in creation. Along with the opportunity for eternal glory when the job is well done there also comes great responsibilities and hazards. 
It is important to know that not all repercussion will come in this life. The Bible clearly illustrates that many ministers will be turned away in eternity because of self willed actions and disobedience to God's plan.

Throughout the Old Testament God warned his leaders about the need to do things right in order to avoid disaster. 


This brings to mind another situation that frequently happens to those who are evangelistic without first developing, character, compassion and knowledge. 

In this case a man had developed serious health problems, he was a believer but had never grown spiritually. 

Whether by God's intervention or just by chance we are not sure but the man heard about a Bible study group who believed in divine healing. He approached the group for help which took time to teach him and build up his faith. They laid hands upon him and prayed for him. He was miraculously healed and within a short time joined the group and attended their church. 

He immediately began to try and evangelize other members of his community. Unfortunately he was neither  trained or knowledgeable or considerate of others in his approach.  Enthusiasm is no replacement for training and experience. 

The evangelist who is called, trained and authorized is an important and essential element in the plan of God but those who are overbearing, untrained and presumptuous are opening the door to disaster. 

This situation eventually turned into disaster.  God's message to the man was that if he kept on he would lose his family, his health and his job. 

When warned of the dangers of continuing the man refused to listen to the man of God. Within less than a year the prophesy was fulfilled, his wife divorced him. his children avoided him, he lost his job, and became disabled. 

The First Religious Sin

Ever since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden people have misunderstood or ignored the fact that it is important to do things the way God has ordained because it produces blessings and safety. 

Many are not aware of it but the reason God commanded Adam and Eve to avoid the forbidden fruit was not just because it was a rule he wanted followed but because the fruit was poisonous and would open the door to disaster. 

The transgression caused poverty, sickness, family problems to come into creation. 
Another less publicized discrepancy was how the mind, personality and attitude of men became infested and troubled by religious desires and lust. 

Man began to develop pride, self will along with a distaste for spiritual law and correction. To make matters worse fallen man became susceptible to satanic ideas and thoughts.
We can see how this deadly disease infected the first family in a religious way. The following illustration also reveals how God deals with spiritual error. 

Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

Genesis 4:2  (NIV) Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 

Adam and Eve had children but because of the deficiencies in human nature spiritual error and other personality disorders were inherited by the two boys.
Two People Come to God, One is Right the Other is Wrong

Genesis 4:3  And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

All of us like to think that which we have produced is an adequate offering and that God loves anything we do but the fact of the matter is that it is more important to learn the rules and do it right. The blood and the death of a first born Lamb is the only acceptable offering. Vegetables are useless and are inadequate to cover sin.

This illustration is given to show that not all offerings or religious actions are right. That which is not right is sin and opens the door to destruction.

God's Favor Comes Only to those Which Do it Right

Genesis 4:4  (NIV) But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 

Notice that offerings are not all equal. There is a right way to do it along with the right attitude. Blessings and favor come to those who do things correctly.

The Connection Between Cain and the Baptist Pastor

Genesis 4:5  (NIV) but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

When Cain did not bring the right offering and was confronted by God he became angry. When the Baptist pastor was confronted with the fact that he and his doctrines were wrong he began to argue and defend his error. 

When things are not done right there can be serious consequences. Doing things right is the only sure way to produce the desired results. Great leaders and those who are concerned for our welfare will always point out our mistakes so we can be successful and avoid tragedy.

Cain Becomes Angry

Genesis 4:6  (NIV) Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 

Some people repent when their mistakes and shortcomings are pointed out others resent it and become upset.  Pride and jealousy are the springboard to anger. Anger is the beginning of murder. Any person who harbors strife and anger is a walking murderer, it just hasn't manifested yet.

Sin Is Crouching at Your Door - You Must Master it

Genesis 4:7  (NIV) If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."  

Sin is always lurking at the ministers door. The reason God demands that things be done right is because sin is the father of death. Sin enslaves and brings in death. Cain's offering was his own idea and according to his own guidelines. People are destroyed not because of a lack of good intentions but because of a failure to find out what God has mandated. 

Human religious ritual is not sufficient to cancel out the deficiencies in our human nature. 

The Christian who fails to recognize and deal with the defects and shortcomings of his religion will run into divine retribution.
Genesis 4:8  And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 

The real danger of becoming indignant when corrected is that it gives rise to anger and resentment of those who do things right. Anger, jealousy, and indignation are the source of murder. 

The whole purpose of bringing out this example in Genesis is to show how God points religious short comings and the things that need correcting. One of the ways he does this is through the ministry of the prophet.

The typical Christian or minister who resents correction and becomes angry and indignant is harboring murder. 

If this condition is not cured through repentance and using the Bible sanctifying process it can bring problems and dangers to him both in this life as well as in the day of judgment.

The Repercussions Comes to the Proud, The Jealous and Unrepentant

Genesis 4:11  (NIV) Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 

Genesis 4:12  (NIV) When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth." 

Notice the word "now". It is telling us that there was no problem until the man's attitude and pride caused him to fall to the power of sin.

The End

