"Poverty & Crime"

A Social Problem
A Human Problem
A Spiritual Problem

There are two basic thoughts on how to deal with the problem of crime in America. 

One is that by increasing law enforcement and handing down harsher penalties crime can be controlled. The other is a gentler approach trying to offer understanding and psychological treatment hoping that the offender can be redirected. 

Both approaches may have merits but the real responsibilities for dealing with crime lies not with social agencies and medical science but with the church. 

There is another approach which offers far more than just threatening the offender or using human efforts to treat his symptoms. It is a Bible program that can tear down and destroy the attitude, desires, instincts and habits that cause destructive actions while at the same time replacing them with wisdom, compassion, self-control and peacefulness.

This Bible plan reaches the criminal with financial incentives and a rehabilitation process that will not only change his life and habits but at the same time bring tangible results to the people who learn and implement this program.

Sanctification
The Bible Process Of Rehabilitating The Criminal Soul

One of the most important terms in the Bible is "sanctification". It is important because it is a term used in reference to changing the attitude, mind, and personality of people. 

Another important aspect of this process is that it brings in a higher power to work with the individual throughout the process. The Bible also sets forth benefits and rewards to inspire any individual to start and complete the process. 

This process when properly followed will change even the worse criminal into a productive member of society. The Bible plan is simply using verses from the Bible coupled with corresponding actions to produce a tangible effect in a person's attitude and personality. 

It is a detailed program that utilizes divine intervention along with obedience to follow steps and guidelines and the practical application of formulas and methods from the Bible to change the criminal nature into one that is right. The plan will result in supplanting antisocial behavior with among other things wisdom, self-control, integrity, compassion, conscience, peacefulness, etc.
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Why Do I Do the Things I Do? 

Throughout most of my early life I was in and out of trouble. Always ending up doing the things that caused problems not only for myself but also tore down our family structure and cost society time and money.

The one positive thing that came out of these problems was that I ended up accepting an offer from God to work with him and for him. That first step brought me a long ways toward becoming a productive member of society but there were still issues to be dealt with. 

I found that although I attended and graduated from Bible school, attended church regularly and diligently studied the Bible I still had many unresolved desires, attitudes and habits that threatened to destroy all the gains. I made a concerted effort to unravel the mystery of why I found myself doing what I had determined not to do while at the same time could not do the good that I wanted.

The search took me on a tortuous path through the wilderness of  the flesh, exposing powerful desires and instincts which lurk in all human nature, and introduced me to the powers of  temptation used by the unseen forces of darkness. The good news is that I found the magnificent plan of God that changes the way we are, the way we act and the way we think. 

The following is an outline of how the information I compiled can dramatically alter the habitual criminal and change even the most despicable individual into one of honor and worth.

Not every person will accept this opportunity but God has given his church the commandment to offer it.


Sincerely Yours

Graydon E. Hall/President
New Life Outreach Inc.

A few years ago it was not unusual to find tattoos on some unsavory character saying "Born to Lose". It is ironic that the saying may contain far more truth than just a macho statement to the world. 

The account you are about to read is about the millions of people who live in turmoil, lawlessness and squalor simply because of the situation they were born into. I was one of those people until I discovered God's offer to get born again, this time born to win.

Environment & Heredity
It is important to realize that very few criminals ever started out deciding to be bad. There is no doubt but that the situation we are born into has a lot to do with how we live our life.

One of my best friends was born into a Christian middle class family. His dad was a skilled farmer who owned his own farm. His other parent was a conscientious housewife and a caring mother. He was given responsibilities and direction. He got an education, joined the work force, married, invested his money and became a productive member of society. 

My start was different. I was born into a home of squalor, poverty and violence. I was born with anger, greed, and lust already in me because that is the way my family was. I was taught that fighting and drinking were admirable. I was taught that if you had trouble at work you gave them a piece of your mind and quit. I was born to lose.

I Was Born to Lose

Sometimes the problems of life can affect us in a positive way. 

Early in 1978 after years of being in and out of trouble I had reached the end of the line, I was in desperate straits. I had started life with dreams and hopes like everyone else but I had a penchant for failure. My drinking and fighting the world had caught up with me. 

I had no known talent, I was angry, uneducated and unsettled. Instead of realizing my hopes and ambitions I was unemployed, broke and constantly in trouble. 

I was no different than most malcontents and losers. In the past I had been approached by many Christians telling me I ought to go to their church or that I had to make a decision about heaven and hell but their words fell on deaf ears. Poor people like me could care less about religion even if it is important. I got lucky, I heard something that got my attention. 

Financial Opportunity – The Good News to the Poor

God got involved by getting a message to me that Jesus called the gospel to the poor.

 I was approached by a Christian business man that I had worked for in the past. As we talked he began to say some things that got my attention. He started by telling me that his personal success came from depending on God for guidance. He went on to say that his financial success was based on biblical laws. The next thing he said floored me, he said "I am offering you a chance to be very, very successful". 

The businessman told me that I would have to learn and apply some biblical directives with the idea that these actions would correct my attitude and outlook.  He insisted that I learn about God. This was a totally different approach and as I look back and remember that conversation I am convinced that it was God behind the scenes offering me a deal.

I still didn't want anything to do with religion but motivated by the hope of changing my financial status I agreed. I bought a book called "The power of Positive Thinking" by Rev. Norman Vincent Peale and also began reading the Bible. 

As I studied these biblical concepts I started to see there was real financial incentives to change. I won't go into detail about the exact scriptures but they were plentiful, exciting and revealed enough promise to keep me wanting more.   

It wasn't long before people around me noticed some real changes in my attitude and behavior. I quit carousing and drinking. I found a job and started going to church, but I was to learn that some real challenges lie ahead.  

The Road Blocks

Some time later I began to notice some troubling signs. I knew the Bible told me to love my enemies but I found that I still had real anger and it always overrode my desires to act in forgiveness. At the same time many of the old desires and habits reared their ugly head. Even with faithful church attendance, prayer, and Bible study I still made no progress.

 I had to ask the question. Why do I keep doing the things I said I would never do again? 

Identifying the Problem

Before we can find out why people do the things they do we must look at the origin of crime and how it progressed. The origin of modern day crime was in the Garden of Eden.

The Family of Adam & Eve
The First Criminals 

The Bible tells us that man has defects in his nature. These defects came into the human race back in the Garden of Eden. A study of the first few chapters from the book of Genesis reveals that man was originally created as good and productive. After the fall of man we find, pride, anger, violence, and rejection of God common among the society of that time.

Later in the Bible we find that gossip, gluttony, greed, ignorance, stubbornness, and selfishness all are some of the defects that came into human nature. When certain of these attributes come together these human defects manifest as serious antisocial behavior including criminal activity. 

The Power of Evil Enters the Earth

Another serious event also took place after the fall of man, the Bible tells us that a powerful destructive hierarchy also entered the world. This dangerous and powerful hierarchy is what modern society calls evil or the forces of darkness. The power of evil has a huge affect on certain individuals and must be dealt with. 

A third situation that impacts human behavior is environment. God originally created the earth as a paradise, but after the fall of man poverty began to be a problem because of the curse. Poverty produces harsh living conditions and is a destroyer of hope. People with no hope have nothing to lose and turn to crime. The Bible offers alternatives and incentives which can alleviate and overcome situations caused by our environment.

The conclusion is this, antisocial and criminal behavior is the result of a combination of social environment, human deficiencies and spiritual pressure. 

There is never any justification for criminal acts against society but at the same time many of the people who have behavior problems need divine intervention in order to correct the character flaws that are contributing to the misdeeds. 

Remember most people who commit crimes have a spiritual problem, a mental problem and an environment problem. 
The Prison Problem

I didn't know it at the time but I was trapped in a situation handed down for generations that had its roots in the fall of man. The next several years I pursued the answer to my dilemma. 

What I found was an answer to every person who is trapped in attitudes, behaviors, and impulses that bring failure and destruction. 

Before I go into the solution it is important to point out that I was not alone in my struggle against the war going on in my life.

TV shows like to portray the criminal element as villains, the sad fact of the matter is that many of these men and women had the deck stacked against them the minute they were born.

The first prison I had the opportunity to speak in revealed a problem that is all too common throughout America. That problem is the amount of repeat offenders that end up back in prison. 

The important thing is that a large amount of these repeat offenders had strong desires to do right yet repeatedly fell to temptation and ended up right back in trouble.

There are a variety of reasons why some people turn out good and others turn out bad. One thing is certain, and that is, contrary to popular opinion, in the vast majority of cases criminal behavior is not a matter of personal choice. If most criminals had been given a choice they would have chosen to become bankers, educators businessmen, politicians, ministers, doctors, or lawyers.

The vast majority of people who do wrong cannot answer the question of why they do it. There is no specific time or event in their lives that they can point to and say that was the turning point. The reason for this is because those who end up outside the moral guidelines that direct the normal person is the result of three different determining factors. Those factors are inherited personal traits, childhood environment and supernatural temptations.

I can personally attest to the fact that the human mind and personality can be preprogrammed by heredity, environment, and spiritual temptation to be bad and that it has not one thing to do with personal choice.

The best way to describe a person who becomes criminally inclined is to say that the person is spiritually sick. This is the same problem that the Bible describes as sin. 

The Bible does far more than just define sin as an act, it goes on to say it is a state of being. It also gives a solution to those who want out. The solution gives the individual the opportunity to become active in a daily regimen that will cleanse and perfect him. 

Spiritual sickness (sin) will affect the person himself as well as his mind and body. Every person is made up of three parts. These three parts are the spirit, the soul and the body. It is the nature that inhabits these three areas that is sick. 

There is little that drugs or  psychology can do to change these conditions. Again the average person assumes that criminals choose to be the way they are. People must be made aware of the fact that being good or bad is very seldom a matter of personal choice. 

I can assure you from my own experience that my antisocial behavior was never a preconceived plan to choose wrong over right. Up until I discovered what the Bible calls "sanctification' I had no option but to constantly fail and fall.

It would be great if all we had to do is believe in Jesus and that God would take care of all the rest but that is not the case. God in his infinite wisdom has given us an excellent plan but there are a few problems. 
The Three Enemies

There are three basic entities that come into play that cause people to break social or holy law. 

These entities are what the Bible refers to as:
The world
The flesh 
The devil
The world is the natural situation and people around us. It is the world that contains the opportunities to fulfill illegal desires and appetites.

The flesh is the human spirit, soul and body. It is the human nature that carries the desires, appetites and cravings.

Are there unseen powerful spiritual entities? One of the most overlooked topics in the Bible is about the existence of evil spirits. It is foolish and dangerous for society to take this topic lightly. 

The devil is a term used to describe the presence of spirit beings that have the power of temptation. This power is called the spirit of iniquity. Iniquity is the defective nature in the world and people that causes human beings to do destructive things.

All three of these entities are of a nature that the Bible calls sin. Sin is far more than just an immoral act, sin is a presence and a power that is wrong. It is the presence of this power that makes things be wrong and go wrong. Sin is an active dangerous force.


Is There a Solution to a Defiled Human Nature? 

The answer is yes there is! 

The Bible reveals a variety of solutions for a variety of problems. One of the most exciting opportunities is a Bible formula for restructuring the criminal psyche so that the habitual offender can become a law abiding productive member of society.

The Early Church -  Full Of Social Outcasts

I Corinthians 6:9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 
10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

We know that the early church was made up of a cross section of society which included people with questionable backgrounds. From new testament letters of the apostle Paul we can safely assume that the practice of witchcraft, homosexuality, substance abuse, murder and swindling, kidnapping and etc. were all part of the life style of many.

This type of individual is not only a social reject but by reading the preceding scriptures we can see that they cannot continue in that life style if they are to remain in good standing with God.

God would not invoke such a stern measure unless He has a plan in place to transform the habitual offender into a righteous and productive person and no person would continue to give up the pleasures of sin unless they had incentives. 

The Early Church Had Found the Answer

The Apostle Paul in the Book of Romans described his own struggle with the flesh, it is logical that he found and relayed a solution to people in the early church. 

Remember that the early church had numerous criminal types. Also take note that they were warned about continuing their bad behavior. God's plan calls for repentance, change and getting our act together.

How did these people walk away from that which was wrong and what was their incentive?

God’s Plan For The Poor, The Incentive to Change

It is a horrible fate to be born into this earth burdened with character deficiencies trapped and raised in a life style that leaves little hope that nothing is ever going to get better. 

Luke 4:18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

The above verse is far more than just another a religious cliché, it is the offer of an opportunity for health, wealth and freedom from the destructive spiritual powers that keep the criminal defeated.

God understands and cares about the people who have fallen and been left behind by man's financial system. He sent Jesus to give them other financial options.  The good news to the poor has three main points: 

1.) God will lift you out of the dung heap of poverty 
2.) The Lord will teach you to prosper
3.) God will give you the power to get wealth.

In order to receive these blessings, the criminal will be invited into God's organization where the poor can use faith to produce financial miracles. 

We find God gives the poor a special invitation in James 2:5.

James 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

Is the offer of financial success to a criminal an incentive to join up with God and repent?  Sure is, it got my attention and that is the reason I always preface my approach to people with an offer of financial opportunity. 

The book of James tells us that God personally chooses the desperate and poor to inherit His kingdom.

The kingdom of God is an organization that is available in the earth for people who are failing in the world system. God's organization gives all people, but especially the illiterate, the misfits, and outcast, the opportunity to change the way they are and the way they live.

Poverty is a leading contributor to crime. Where there is no financial hope there is lawlessness.  

The Bible reveals a plan to rehabilitate and give opportunities to the poor. The poor of this world are not just those who have not had the opportunity to prosper. To be poor means to be lacking in the necessities of life.  Many are poor because they are uneducated, crude, foolish, undisciplined and rebellious. 

It is these same characteristics that make a person prone to criminal activity. The Bible outlines a plan that will eliminate and replace those character deficiencies. It is by following the Bible plan that people can eliminate the flaws that cause them to fail while at the same time build up the qualities that bring success. In the age to come it is this work of overcoming sin that will result in eternal rewards.

The Bible plan gives every person the opportunity to have the infected portion of his being cut away and replaced with a new and healthy replacement part. This is done by replacing the infected nature with a godly nature.

There are three primary reasons why a person does good or bad things. 

(1) The person’s spirit, soul and body can contain instincts, appetites and desires that cause him to act in an antisocial manner.

(2) There is a power at work in this earth called temptation.  The Bible reveals that temptation has the ability to impact human desires and to even make the person act against his will to commit horrendous acts.

(3) The natural world offers opportunities to the victim with the sick soul to act out his desires.

The Bible reveals a remarkable project that has gone virtually unexplored by the Christian community. This project is the answer for the habitual criminal, the addicted and those who are slaves to destructive habits.

The project is called “God’s plan of salvation”. 

Most Christians are aware of the first step in this project which is to believe in Jesus Christ but there are two more very important steps in God’s plan that when followed will result in a miraculous transformation of the personality, including the actions and reactions of any person.


The project of rebuilding broken lives is called sanctification and is an integral part of the plan of salvation. This project is not easy neither is it quick but the final results are the greatest reward a person can receive.

Changing Rapist and Murders into Jesus

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

The above verse reveals God’s plan for people to be conformed to a new image. To be conformed means to be changed. Changing people is the number one priority of God’s plan. 

In other words God's plan is to reach the rapist, murderers, thieves, and wife beaters then change them so they act and behave just like Jesus Christ. 

Giving people that opportunity to undergo a miraculous change is the primary reason Jesus came into this earth.

This verse is one of the best descriptions of God’s grace. God, The Son, came into this earth and became as we are so that we could become as He is. Going to heaven or hell is an important future event but after we believe in Jesus the most important goal we must strive for is to be conformed to God’s Son by following a daily routine.

The Goal of Sanctification

When a person is conformed to the image of God’s Son, he will not only believe in the Son of God but at the same time act with the same wisdom, love, peace, humility and self-control. It is this conformation that sets people free from criminal desires and behavior.
Forming a Working Relationship with God

Sanctification involves becoming a partner with God in working at removing the human nature and replacing it with the nature of Christ. The process itself is accomplished by gaining a formal education in spiritual matters and at the same time using a step by step technique on a daily basis over a period of time.

It is the purpose of this publication to introduce the basic plan to not only the Christian community but also those who might be seeking relief from their own destructive behavior.

Understanding The Importance Of The New Birth

God’s plan gives those with little or no chance to function in normal society another chance. It starts with being born again. Sanctification begins with the new birth.

A Person is Made up of Three Parts

In order to understand the importance of the new birth, we must remember that according to the Bible a person is made up of three parts. The spirit, the soul and the body. All three parts are of the human nature. It is the human nature that carries the deficiencies, desires, compulsions, and appetites that end up in destructive behavior. The new birth eliminates the human spirit and replaces it with a godly spirit. The person is new.

The born again experience is far more important than just as a religious ritual. The new birth does two important things. First it establishes a spiritual guide within the person and secondly brings into being a new individual with new instincts. 

It is the born again experience that dramatically alters everything that makes a person bad. It is the born again experience that changes a person from the born to lose condition into a born to win life style. 
It is this action that breaks one of the bonds that keeps a person bound to criminal activity. It establishes in the sincere individual a real desire to follow after and do right. 

The Foundation To God’s Plan Of Rehabilitation
What God Does To Overcome The Criminal Tendencies In Man

It is important that we understand the significance of some verses found in the book of Ezekiel because they are the foundation to the plan of rebuilding the nature of man. Character, integrity honesty and righteousness are all a result of the following promises. 

Ezekiel (NIV) 36:26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 

The above verse gives us a valuable insight into the secret to living a productive life. The key word is new. The old human spirit is flawed and subject to error and anti social behavior. The heart is the mind and attitude. 

The process of sanctification changes the attitude and thinking. When the spirit is new the person is new. Translating this verse into modern day language would say “I will make you a new person with a new mind and personality".

It is impossible to repair the flaws in the human nature. The only solution is to remove it and destroy it by putting it to death.

Ezekiel 36:27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

It is the presence of the Holy Spirit in us that gives us the ability to turn our life around. God’s Spirit within us is an essential part of the formula for change and guidance. Learning how to put God’s Spirit to work to change us is an important part of rehabilitation.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Notice the term "if any man be in Christ". The secret to healing criminal and compulsive behavior lies with Christ. How do we get in Him? You must be born again.

When any person is initially born he is birthed forth from natural parents into the world. He is a carrier of all the desires, anger, greed, ignorance, and foolishness of his natural parents. He is born into a flawed and destructive world organization where many are doomed to fail.

When a person is born again he is birthed forth from a spiritual parent carrying all the instincts and characteristics of his spirit parent who is God. God's attributes include wisdom, peace, love, knowledge, self-control and gentleness.

The born again person is born into the Kingdom of God which is Christ. He now has access to all the blessings promised by God in the Bible but that is just the first step. God's promises of opportunity also come with stipulations. 

Once we enter the kingdom of God we not only are given opportunities but also directives, responsibilities and warnings.

One of the warnings is found in I Corinthians 6:9 & 10. People who continue doing things wrong will not share in the kingdom of God nor the opportunities.

It is important to remember when evaluating the impact of the new birth that the sincerity of the individual is far more important than his claim to having been through a religious conversion. In many the born again experience is nothing more than lip service because they have observed a Christian ritual.

The presentation of the minister along with the motives and attitude of the convert means everything. A genuine new birth results in a tangible change in the nature and instincts of the person. 

The qualities that come into the soul of those who follow the plan include peace, love, self control, faith, wisdom, prosperity, humility, gentleness, etc.

In other words, the personality and mind of the habitual offender is also “Born Again” through following God’s plan of sanctification. By following God’s plan those trapped in sin become “Born To Win”.

It is important that we understand that there is more to God’s plan than just going to heaven some day. There are responsibilities and opportunities in this life that, if fulfilled, will result in eternal rewards. One of those responsibilities is to go to those who are in prisons. 

The Bible contains a series of references and verses that when examined reveal valuable potential concerning personal rehabilitation for criminal or anti social behavior. We know that from the book of I Corinthians that many of the early churches converts were criminal by nature.  The characteristics mentioned include whoremongers, kidnappers as well as thieves and murders. 

I know from personal experience and from observing the behavior of other Christian converts around me that instantaneous morality is not always a by product of conversion in fact in many there is no noticeable personality and character change at all. Many times people with genuinely repentant hearts continue to stumble and fall back into old habits.
The pressure of temptation in ourselves and in the world around us is far more than many human beings can withstand yet the early church spoke of their converts as if it was a normal expectation to leave human flaws behind and move on as saintly and law abiding. 

The new birth gives the criminal the opportunity to start life all over again as a new person but there challenges and opposition.

Every person ever born of a human father will have a struggle against his flesh. The flesh is that part of a person that houses the desires and appetites to rebel against good sense and that which is right. There are portions of society that have a greater problem than others and end up on the wrong side of the law. 

It does not matter whether it is God’s law or man’s law the nature and desires of the flesh destroy human will power. 

The following verses are a great example of the power of sin in the flesh overcoming a godly man. 

It is this problem that needs to be dealt with in order for a person to become a profitable and productive member of society.

The War Between the New Man and the Flesh

Romans 8:13  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the (work of) Spirit do mortify (crucify) the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

There are several words in the new Testament all referring to our human nature. These words include flesh and carnal.
Remember it was humanity that was perverted in the Garden of Eden. All that is born of human parents is human and is perverted and contains all sorts of dangerous attributes and desires. 

Romans 8:13 is giving people a warning and responsibility. It is saying if we continue to live our life as a human being rather than a holy being we are going to have failure, pain and destruction in our life. We have a responsibility to work with the Holy Spirit to put to death (crucify) the human nature that still exists in our body and mind.

It is the flesh (humanity) that causes criminal activity. It is just much more apparent in the criminal element.

What is Going On?

Romans 7:15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do that I do not do, but what I hate to do is what I end up doing. 

One of the hardest things to understand is why we do the things we do because most of the time it is not what we intended. The reason it is so hard to understand is because it is a spiritual problem and human logic is stymied. The Word of God revealed by the Holy Spirit gives insight.

The writer of the above scripture (the Apostle Paul) discovered the same thing every person will find if they truly try to live by the Bible. We may be trying to do the right thing but many of us find ourselves doing just the opposite.

Romans 7:17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 

This scripture reveals a startling statement. The writer says "I may do things wrong but it isn't me doing it". He can say it is no longer I that do it because he is a new creature. It is very important to understand that just because a criminal is a believer in Jesus Christ and that he himself is a new creation does not mean he is free from the impulses of his body and mind or from the temptations of the devil. The presence of sin power in his flesh overcomes his human will power to resist. He needs help. 

Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 

The flesh is the human nature. It is our human nature that causes our problem because it contains that which is a power and is wrong.
Romans 7:19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 

Again we can see from the above verse that the desire and effort to do good is present but the end result is giving in to the evil desires of the flesh. We will learn that the flesh is the mind and body containing the human nature.

Romans 7:20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

Again the writer says it is not me doing the wrong. That is very important because it is natural to put all the blame on the person instead of where it really belongs on the sinful human desires and lust still in his mind and body. 

Yes sin still lives in the mind and body of most believers.

If sin has the power to make the Apostle Paul fall to temptation how much more some uneducated criminal?

Romans 7:21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 
22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 

The Bible outlines why so many people cannot obey the law. It is telling us that sin dwells in all human nature and that it goes every where we go and has the power to overrule the will to do good. 
Crime is a spiritual problem because crime is caused by sin in the human nature.

Romans 7:23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 
24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

The inner man is the new creation. The flesh is the human body and mind.

He is not saying that just believing in Jesus Christ is the whole answer. Believing in Jesus is the starting place of a magnificent life long process in which the flesh is removed by the grace of God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The result being the sinful human nature in the criminal is replaced with the fruit of the Spirit which is the attributes and qualities of Jesus dwelling in our personalities and mind.

Temptations On The Criminal
There are Spiritual Beings That Have The Power To Enflame Human Desires

I Corinthians 7:5 Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
One of the most underestimated powers in the world is that of unseen beings. The Bible tells us that not only do these beings exist but that they have a tremendous impact on the desires that lives in our human nature. 

Temptation comes from a spiritual source and human will power usually is not strong enough to resist. The reason that sanctification is so important is that it removes the human nature with its desires. Where there is no desire there is nothing to tempt.

The Temptation Of All Man

James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

Temptation and trials manifest in many ways but they always follow the same procedure. Man is first tempted through his human desires that reside in his human nature. 
The desires are gradually enflamed until the person gives in and acts in a way to gratify his desires. The final result is what the Bible calls death. Death is another word for problems and disaster. For the criminal this usually means corporal punishment. 

The Answer
Take Up Your Cross –  Crucify the Flesh

Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

The Bible has much to say about getting rid of the old nature. It tells us to put to death the flesh, it tells us to crucify the old man. The cross of Jesus Christ is the place where the flesh is crucified.  

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

The Bible tells us that the old man was crucified with Jesus so that the human nature which is the dwelling place of desires and sin can be destroyed. When the criminal comes to understand how to appropriate this truth for himself he can rid himself of his old nature.

The Prayer That Keeps Us From Doing Wrong

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer ask two specific things that go unnoticed by most people but are extremely important to a person who is struggling to get his act together. One request is that God would take a part in leading him away from temptation.

The second request is that the Lord would deliver him from evil. In other words stop him from doing that which is evil or wrong.

Church Responsibility to Form Christ in the Criminal Soul

Galatians 4:19 My little children, of whom 
I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,

Hardened criminals need the work of intercessory prayer to take place by other believers until Christ is formed in his soul and personality.

In other words in order to for a criminal to be fully changed he and the church must now spend time creating wisdom, peace, knowledge, etc. which is the nature of Christ. 

These traits and attributes of Christ will come to dwell in the soul and personalities through the ongoing sanctification process.  

This process is expedited by intercessory prayer from the other believers.

It is a church obligation to use the power of prayer to help create  godly attributes in the souls of repentant criminals.

We read in the New Testament that Christ is the love, power, wisdom and peace of God. When love is created in the personality of a former killer it is Christ being formed in him through the intercessory prayer of other believers.

The final result is that the demented human nature is removed and replaced by Christ who is self-controlled, compassionate, peaceful, wise, humble etc.

In other words they will stop acting like fleshly men because the attributes of God have been created in their personality. It is important to realize that all people have this opportunity to be changed like this but it is usually only the criminal types who recognize they have a problem and follow the plan.

Jesus & Prison Visitation

Matt 25:36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 
37 "Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 
40 "The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

God has a special program for those in prison. Every person in the previous verse needed tangible things. Either food, healing, shelter, something to drink or clothes. The ones in prison also need something tangible from God’s people. 

They need to be nourished and comforted by the hope and power of the Word of God. They are not there because they decided to be bad people, most are there because they have serious deficiencies in their nature that keep them from functioning as productive members of society. God has a  plan for those in prison. It is called sanctification.

Dealing with crime is a church responsibility. Dealing with crime starts with reaching out to the individuals who hold the potential to turn to crime as well as reaching those who are already incarcerated. 
The key to success is giving them a plan with the power to not only offer opportunity but at the same time change them into new people.

God's Work

1 Thessalonians 5:23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

God’s plan calls for a renewing of the total man. This plan is called sanctification and is the answer to those of us who believe in God and know that doing wrong is bad but still find that we have weaknesses. 

By referring back to our former commentary from the Book of Romans we can see that the struggle against the flesh is not just a modern phenomena.

The Criminal's Responsibility

Colossions 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 
10 and put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

Personality traits, attitudes and habits can be put to death. They can be put on and put off like clothing for who ever follows God's rehabilitation process.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Notice the above verses speak of the body and mind. A living sacrifice is something that has been put to death on the cross but made alive by the Holy Spirit. It is through the operation of faith and the work of the Holy Spirit that accomplishes the task of putting the human nature in the body to death then making it alive with the life of God.

The renewed mind does more than just contain information. It has been transformed to think and react differently.  At the same time whenever the Bible mentions the mind it is also talking about a persons attitude and personality. A transformed attitude and personality will cause a person to be more positive, peaceful and self-controlled. This transformation will appear as a totally different behavior and reactions from those who were once criminals.



