God Loves Christians 
BUT
He Hates the Way We Are

If you are a Christian the following verse contains the most important directive in the Bible.

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 


We have the option of learning about this scripture and doing it or we can ignore it, 
but it is the most important decision a Christian will ever make.
God Loves Christians BUT He Hates the Way We Are
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Introduction

The wise know that preparing for the future is a necessity. They spend time investing their valuable time, money and effort for what lies ahead in this life.
  
God gives his people the same opportunity to invest for eternity. The only difference is that we use His Word instead of money.

The Bad news! We will find throughout the New Testament numerous references to changing the way we are and act. These changes will not be easy or quick in fact they require fighting the good fight of faith as well as using all of the time we have in this earth to get the job done. 

The good news! The future is always determined by what we do way before it arrives. Each believer is given an opportunity to invest obedience to God's plan, prayer time and faith efforts in order to produce results. The Bible reveals that this time and effort will pay off in eternal rewards for the diligent.  

God's plan calls for each believer to work in partnership with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God to produce a miraculous personality change. This operation is two fold. One part crucifies the old human nature with its anger, pride, selfishness and foolishness. The second part creates a new nature made up of the fruit of the Spirit. These new attributes include love, peace, humility, power, knowledge and self-control. 

Each individual will be rewarded in eternity for what he has overcome and accomplished. The complacent will suffer loss.

The following pages contain an overview of this opportunity, our responsibilities and the danger of complacency.

The Most Dangerous Thing 
a Christian can Believe 

I drove by a church the other day and read a message from a sign on their lawn. The message said "God Loves You Just the Way You Are". I am sure that the message was placed there by some well meaning pastor but that sign contradicts the whole New Testament. That message is the most dangerous thing a Christian can believe.

The Bible tells us that the Lord died for us not because he loved the way we are but because he was concerned for the way we are.

God Hates the Way We Are

Gossip, pride, anger, boisterous behavior, religious zealots, incompetent ministers and selfishness are more than just unpleasant human traits in church members, the Bible reveals that these and other traits are hated by God.

The New Testament gives each Christian the opportunity to partake of God's salvation process to miraculously change our instincts, habits, behavior, personality, attitude, and desires.

The individual that partakes of and brings forth the desired results will receive great and glorious compensation from the Lord.

Those who neglect this great opportunity will not only open the door to tragedy in this life but will also suffer loss and rejection in eternity.

Continuing in "The Salvation Process" is the purpose of life for Christians

The best way of gaining insight into this marvelous opportunity is to assemble New Testament scriptures concerning how Christians are directed to be a part of the changing, revamping  and perfecting process.
Bible Opportunities - Our Responsibilities 

One of the great mysteries confronting sincere believers is why so many bad habits hang on after we believe in God, study our Bible and pray. Some even find that the harder they try the worse they get. Is there an answer?

A study of the New Testament reveals that there are three reasons why believers struggle. The three things that cause our bad habits to flare up are; spiritual temptation, worldly opportunities and the desires of our flesh.

The Bible contains a formula for solving this crisis, it is an opportunity to change our rebellious personalities, attitudes, behavior and desires. This opportunity is God's plan for cleansing and perfecting his church. 

It was what the Bible calls "sanctification". It is what Jesus meant when he said "take up your cross". It was what the Apostle Paul wrote to the to the believers in the Ephesian church telling them "to put off the old man and to put on the new man". In the Book of Galatians it is called "crucifying the flesh". In the Book of Philippians it is called "working out your own salvation". In the Book of II Corinthians it is described as "being changed by the Holy Spirit into God's glory". I Peter 1:9 calls it "the salvation of the soul". In the Book of Roman's it is called "being transformed into the image of God's Son". 

In other words salvation does not end when we believe in Jesus, it is just the beginning. 

Every believer has this tremendous opportunity set before him as well as responsibilities to fulfill, and warnings to heed.
Throughout the Bible we see scriptures referring to God’s distaste for gossip, greed, pride, violence, and foolishness. These are all traits I found not only in myself but also in most Christians. It is important to realize that not only are these traits socially distasteful but they are the sign that something far more sinister lurks in the carnal nature of every believer. It is this sinister ingredient that makes all humanity dangerous and deadly.

God has a plan so that we can remove and replace these traits with love, wisdom, gentleness, peace, humility, self-control, faith, and compassion? This plan is also a process and requires effort on our part.

Why Do People Have To Be Saved

If we were to hear the word saved being used in a normal conversation we would know that someone was in danger.  The word saved in Romans 10:9 has the same meaning. It is more than just a religious ritual. It is more than just a religious experience. To be saved means rescued from impending destruction. 

There is a destructive spiritual power at work in the earth as well as a coming destruction from a divine source that will impact every person ever born.

In the beginning God created the heavens, the earth, a man and a woman and it was all very good. There was no sickness, poverty, pollution, war or even stress and strife. Adam and Eve failed to follow instruction and problems began. 

Today the repercussions from that action have escalated into a world of crime, exotic diseases, wars, famine, natural disasters, transportation disasters etc. 

All of our problems evolve around the fact that there is a spiritual presence in creation that causes calamity. The Bible calls it sin. Sin is the cause of death. Sin is that which is out of the will of God. 
In other words when things are not done right, things will go wrong and tragedy is the result.

God has a plan to deal with this situation and to put it away forever. The actions that God will take in order to destroy sin will implement destructive measures of immense proportions. 

Unfortunately the human race has been infected with the same error that is causing the problems in the earth. That means that if God were to take measures to eradicate the cause of disasters the human race would be destroyed because sin is in and one with human nature. The Lord has incorporated within his plan a solution to save people from the coming destruction of sin. 

Forgiveness is Not Enough

It is good to forgive someone for what he has done but that does not stop him from doing it again. People do things wrong because of who they are and the way they are.

Since the Garden of Eden human nature has contained instincts, attributes and desires that are not only disgusting to God but erupt into dangerous and deadly acts. Even the most meek and mild Christian carries these desires and attributes.

 Changing people is the only answer to a peaceful productive eternity.  In other words the primary purpose of God’s plan is more than forgiving people, it is to create a whole new being through our personal efforts, the work of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

The plan of salvation begins with  an opportunity for men to change from the world system to God’s organization and from the dominion and control of the devil (sin) into the dominion and control of righteousness under the authority of Jehoshua (Jesus) the Savior, the Son of God. 

The New Birth- A New Person is Created

Jesus said unless a person is born again he cannot enter the kingdom of God. The word birth means born of a parent and never having existed before. It is this phrase that takes us far beyond just being forgiven. One who is forgiven is still the same person. One who is born again is a different person.

We make this change by believing and acting on the truth that the Son of God was Jehoshua (Jesus) the Christ and that he was put to death but God raised him alive. Any person that has acted on that truth in faith has not only left the world of sin and the devil but at the same time has become a new creation, a new person. 

As a new creation he has the Spirit of the living God within him (Ezekiel 36:27) and he now has the ability to function as a new person in a new organization with new instincts and goals.

The New Birth - Just The Beginning

It is important to realize that the new birth is just the beginning. The person himself has been changed but the mind and the body are still human and contain dangerous tendencies and attributes.

God’s plan calls for an action on our part to work as partners with God to change our mind and body so that they also are separated from the sinful human nature and become holy. 

The process that changes us is part of God’s plan of salvation and is called sanctification. Following this sanctification process will play a large part in our safety on “The Day of The Lord” and will determine where and how we will spend eternity. 

The Three Steps To Salvation

(1) The new birth is when the person, becomes a new creation, and the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within him to teach and guide.

(2) The baptism into the Holy Spirit is where we receive the second operation of the Holy Spirit by being clothed with God’s Spirit. This operation gives us access to the nine gifts of the Spirit as well as God’s wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord upon us.
It would be impossible for any believer to be cleansed and perfected without the baptism of the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues. Speaking in tongues is a holiness building technique when properly used.

(3) Sanctification is an ongoing salvation process in which we  work with God throughout our life in this earth. The new birth makes us a new person but continuing to follow the process of sanctification removes the flawed human nature from our soul and body and replaces it with the personality and attributes of Jesus.

This publication will deal primarily with the third step of God’s plan which is called Sanctification. Sanctification is just as important as becoming born again because it concerns using faith for the salvation of the Christian soul (mind and personality).

Work Out Your Salvation With Fear And Trembling

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

Philippians 2:12 is written to the church. It is written to people who are already saved by grace. Why would they be told to work out their own salvation?
The answer is obvious. Salvation is a process, salvation cleanses, changes and perfects the spirit, soul and body.
The most important commandment that any Christian can obey is to work out his own salvation! 

It is the human nature within our mind and body that carries sinful desires and traits. These traits lie within the human spirit, soul, and body. God’s plan of salvation gives us the opportunity to eliminate the human nature and to replace it with God’s nature. 

When we are born again the human spirit is replaced by a godly spirit. The Holy Spirit is also within us but the human nature with its spiritual flaws is still present in our body and soul and needs to be replaced. When we follow God’s plan of salvation our soul and body will be changed and saved. 

God’s plan of salvation requires an ongoing effort on our part to use faith confessions and speaking in tongues to complete the salvation process in our soul and body. This is called being sanctified and it is working out your own salvation.

The Three Changes

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

By reading 1 Thessalonians 5:23 we can understand why we must continue the work of salvation after we have been born again. This verse is showing us that every person is made up of three parts, the human spirit, the human soul, the human body. All three areas must be sanctified in order to eliminate sin, be cleansed and to fulfill the will of God. 

Notice this verse also tells us that we are not working alone in fact all we have to do is spend some time every day in faith confessions and prayer. It is the Lord himself that sanctifies us and does the actual work of changing us.

It is important at this point to differentiate between the three parts that make up the human being. 

The human spirit is the person himself. The spirit is the home of instincts. When a person is saved he becomes a different person and there is a new instinct to gravitate toward truth and righteousness.
The soul The soul is the human mind and personality which are the home of the emotions, the attitudes, the intellect, the personality, the decision making center, the memory, the seat of desires, lusts and compulsions. 

The fact that the soul is not saved at the initial conversion would explain why many of us can be avid believers but still are ruled by old passions and habits because the unsaved human soul is the home in which they live.

God’s plan calls for us to replace our human personality and mind with God’s mind and personality. (NOTE Remember salvation is more about change than forgiveness.)

The body is the natural house that we live in. Our mortal body is a dwelling place of the rebellious human nature. Sanctification removes the evil human nature with its appetites, cravings and workings. Sanctification gives life to our mortal body while we are in the earth. The mortal body will be replaced by a spiritual body upon the return of the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:44-52)

What Is God’s Goal and The Purpose of our Life?

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

The primary objective of our time in this earth is to be changed and perfected. It is God’s will that we all end up as the image of his dear Son.
The primary purpose to God’s plan is not to just forgive but to remove and replace. He became as we were so that we could become as he is. The transformation from humanity to holiness is the ultimate goal of our time in this earth.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

We all know that even though we are saved our body still has a will of its own and can be a problem.
Romans 12:1 is telling the believer to do something with his body. The only way we can obey the above verse is to work at a program of sanctification. 

The process of sanctification nails the human nature in our body to the cross as a sacrifice. The work of the Holy Spirit imparts life and holiness through our confessions of faith and praying in the Spirit. The result is the ability to stand before God and present a clean and holy body.

God’s Warning to His People About the Human Nature

Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through 
the (power of the) Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

The deeds of the body are the desires and actions of the human nature in the body.

Before we can impart a new holy nature into the body the old human nature must be removed. The word mortify means to put to death. Because Jehoshua (Jesus) was put to death and humanity was in him, all humanity was also crucified with him. Now we can say that truth with our lips to crucify the human nature in the body. We can also say Romans 8:12 that tells us that the Holy Spirit gives life to our mortal body. It is these confessions of faith that create and bring God’s promises into our body and soul.

It is important to realize that this verse is almost identical to the commandment that God gave Adam in the Garden of Eden. God said to Adam, "if you eat of the tree in the midst of the garden you shall die". God is telling us that if you act and live like human beings you shall die. 
In other words to walk in the flesh is to retain the human nature in the mind and body. 
The human nature will always give in to Satan’s temptation and sin and death are the result. Death is separation from God and opens the door to problems, tragedy, and disasters.

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Romans 12:2 is telling us to do something with our mind. The only way to fulfill the will of God is to get rid of the human thinking system and replace it with wisdom, love and peace. The mind is the same thing as the soul.

What is Wrong With Our Old Mind?

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

When the Bible speaks of the flesh it is referring to the carnal human mind in the believer. The flesh is as much an enemy of God as the devil is. The carnal mind is the home of wrong desires, thoughts, and ideas and has to be put away.

Every believer starts out with a carnal mind. It is the carnal mind that is subject to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. God’s chastening and pruning operations help give incentives to put away the carnal mind but we still have a part to play. 

The human mind is also the soul and will always war against faith, love and forgiveness. It loves retaliation rather than forgiving, logic rather than faith, it receives demonic imaginations and thoughts that oppose truth and wisdom. 
The human soul (mind) is under the control of the devil and is used by Satan to take Christians captive. The carnal mind produces death and destruction in the life of believers. 
To be spiritually minded is to have God’s love, wisdom, faith etc. dwelling in our soul. It is essential to actively follow God’s plan to rid ourselves of all human reasoning and imaginations.

One of the reasons for so many denominations and divisions in Christianity is the failure of leadership to eliminate their carnal mind. Spiritual minds are united in one truth. Carnal minds are divided, confused and self-willed.

The Born Again Personality (Soul)

Galatians 4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,

Stop and think about it. We know that when we are saved Christ comes to dwell in us as the Holy Spirit, yet the apostle Paul travails for these believers until Christ is formed in them. What is he talking about? The answer is this. When a person experiences the new birth he is born again, he is new and the person of Christ comes into our new spirit. The soul and body still contain the human nature which is the old man. That is why the Bible tells believers to put off the old man and to put on the new. 

Our soul must experience the new birth as well as our spirit only it is a process that takes place over a period of time. It is by following this process called sanctification that produces the person of love and power and wisdom in our soul.

When we are born again by God’s grace, we receive the Spirit of Jehoshua (Jesus) within our spirit. To travail is to labor in birth. We need to labor until our souls are born again. 
The personality and attributes of Christ will be formed in our soul so that love replaces the old nature. People around us will see a new personality filled with the fruit and attributes of the Holy Spirit.

The Nature Of Christ Formed In Us?

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
:23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.


Isaiah 11:2 (NIV) The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- 
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of power, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD

Salvation is replacing the human soul with God's soul and personality. There are many characteristics to God’s soul. Nine of them are called fruit of the Spirit the other six are found in Isaiah and I call them attributes. 
All 15 characteristics make up Holiness and can be imparted to our own soul which is the goal of faith. When we acquire and build up these 15 attributes we are holy which is also Christ dwelling in our soul. 

In other words we have become perfected and righteous because we are filled with all the fullness of God so that we look and act like our Heavenly Father.

3 John 1:2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 

In order to have our soul prosper, we must use it as a storehouse for our valuables. Our valuables consist of heavenly treasure such as love, peace, wisdom, power, the fear of the Lord, self-control, and etc.

Be Ye Holy Even As I Am

1 Peter 1:14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:

The definition of holiness is to be separate and different. We are to be separate from the world and humanity. The way we do that is to work with God as our partner to cut off sinful humanity from our body and soul and to produce the nature of God in our mind and body. 

Holiness also means consecrated or clean and perfected as in separated out from and different than that which is defiled.

There are six attributes of the Holy Spirit and there are nine fruit of the Holy Spirit.

As we follow Bible directions to be sanctified we are acquiring and increasing these qualities in our soul. It is the love and wisdom and peace that show up as Christ is formed in us.

Sanctification 
The Process Of Being Changed Into The Image Of Jesus Which Is Holiness

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 

1 Thessalonians 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

Sanctification is the name of the process by which we are saved. Sanctification is the same thing as being made holy. Sanctification is the work of God’s plan of salvation being followed.
The people who are involved in this process are called by three terms in the Bible: holy ones, saints and sanctified.

Partaking of God's Divine Nature

2 Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

The end result of working out our own salvation with God as our partner is to be changed in spirit, soul and body. That means we will think, act and react just like God because we have been made partakers of His nature. It is a miracle that removes all human contamination and replaces it with God himself.

The Holy One Of God

There are several words in the Bible all directly related and having the same basic meaning. These words are sanctification, sanctified, saint, and holy. 

The best way of describing these words is to say that sanctification means the process that changes us from human to holiness. From sinner to saint. 
Sanctification takes place as God works in us by his Spirit and Word and as we pray in tongues and say faith confessions. There are various degrees and levels of sanctification.
Sanctified means the result of sanctification. One who has involved himself in sanctification is called sanctified.

The result of sanctification is holiness. Holiness starts when we are initially saved but continues to grow as the characteristics of Christ are formed in our soul. To be holy means to have divine love, wisdom, peace and gentleness outwardly manifested.

A saint is one who is obedient to undergo sanctification and achieved holiness in himself. A person who is saved might have his spirit be holy but his soul and body still have the defiled human nature. The Bible calls this believer a saint but he still needs to continue the sanctification process. 

The word saint is also translated as “holy one of God”. Jesus was called the holy one of God by the demons he cast out. A believer who is sanctified is a saint or holy one of God.

Virtually no letters in the New Testament are addressed to Christians but always to the saints. It is possible to be a Christian and not a saint. A Christian is a believer of a religious philosophy. A saint is a doer of God’s word and has a divine nature.


Adding God’s Nature To Our Soul

2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 

A better translation would be "use your faith to add virtue". By using faith in the creative power of the spoken word we can use verses from the Bible to produce the divine nature in our soul. Notice that all these traits are personality attributes that can be seen by others. 

It is also called the hidden man of the heart. The visible person is the physical being but Christ can be seen as godliness in our soul.

2 Peter 1:6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
2 Peter 1:7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
2 Peter 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the old Testament people were cleansed and separated by ceremony and ritual. In the New Testament we undergo an actual change. We are changed into glory and made holy when we are cleansed from the defiled human nature in our spirit, soul and body and partake of God’s nature.

There is a pattern to follow. It begins with using faith confessions to add virtue (goodness) then knowledge, then temperance (self control), then patience, then godliness, then brotherly kindness, then culminating in charity (love). All these things must be added. They require effort and time.


What Method Do We Use To Produce The Necessary Changes?

God Is Working With Us And In Us

Phil 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

The grace and power of God are working with us to produce the necessary changes. Just like always we are saved by grace not by any good works that we do. 
Holiness is a free miracle and comes forth by thanking God for what he is doing and has done.

The Word Of God Is Necessary

James 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

The engrafted word is the planted word.
The word of God is the verses in our Bible. The word of God is seed. The verses in the Bible are seed that when planted by saying, hearing and reading will produce the fruit of the Spirit. The heart (soul) is the good ground (Luke 8:14) that produces the fruit and becomes God’s garden.

The Holy Spirit Is The Miracle Worker

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

This verse is telling us that we can see God’s glory, the Bible is the vessel that reveals God’s glory and is like a mirror. 
In other word’s we are changed into whatever glory we see in the mirror. We are seeing ourselves.  Some people see religion and ritual others see the magnificence of what they can become. 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to perform the miracle of changing us to be just like the glory of God.

The Salvation Of The Soul

1 Peter 1:9 Receiving the end (goal) of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

The book of 1 Peter is written to people who are themselves saved but all believers must use his faith to replace his sinful human soul with one that is holy. Salvation of the soul is very important.

The primary purpose of faith is to bring miracles into our possession. The most important miracle a believer can receive is the salvation of his soul. 

Faith in the creative power of the spoken word is the method we use to produce God’s promises. When we say what the Bible says about the destruction of the human nature through the death of Jehoshua (Jesus) the human nature in our soul and body is put to death. 

When we say the Bible verses stating that we are changed by the Holy Spirit into glory, the nature in our soul and body is made holy.

Creating And Building Holiness

Jude 1:20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith,praying in the Holy Ghost,

If we were to paraphrase the twentieth verse of Jude it would read like this: 

Jude :20 (PARA) But as for you, my brothers and sisters whom I am deeply concerned for, build yourselves up to be completely sanctified and holy through your confessions of faith and praying in the Holy Spirit.

There are two distinct methods which we must employ in order to receive the promises and attributes of God into our lives. Both methods involve using the spoken word. One is faith confessions, the other is praying in tongues. 

Isaiah 55:11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

Mark 11:23 (NIV) "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.

The first method is using our faith in the creative power of the spoken word to return God’s word to him and thereby create the promises of peace love, wisdom etc. into our souls. We initially get saved by the faith confession of Romans 10:9&10. 

Our soul undergoes salvation by following the same principle. Love is created, humility is created, holiness is created, and the soul becomes saved, all through speaking God’s word.

Speaking in Tongues - A Power Tool For Building 

1 Corinthians 14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.

Praying in tongues is also speaking God’s word because the words come from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is also power, love, and wisdom. The words that come from the power, love and wisdom of God are seeds which produce fruit of power, wisdom, and love. 

When we are praying in tongues we are sowing the seed that matures into a structure of wisdom, love, and power.

The word edify literally means to construct and build a structure upon. When a person prays in tongues with faith in its creative power a building of power, wisdom, love, understanding and etc. are being constructed within his personality and soul. It is a building made up of God’s glory.

This is doing the work that is the salvation of the soul.

The Holy Spirit Is Working With Us

Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
:27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

To make intercession is to supply what is lacking.
When we pray in tongues the Holy Spirit is imparting the faith, wisdom, knowledge and power that we lack in order to produce the desired results. 


The Holy Spirit is working with us to construct the fruit of the Spirit as well as the six attributes of the Spirit. 

The end result is a transformed mind, a saved soul which is the mind and personality of God. We will now possess the righteousness nature that will go unscathed on the day of judgment.

The Danger of Complacency

Hebrews 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

Salvation goes much further than just believing in Christ. The purpose of salvation is to remove dangerous and deadly attributes that inhabit human beings. Salvation also transforms the entire person into the image of the Lord. 

The Bible speaks of a time when all people will be evaluated and judged. Those who neglect salvation will still have Satan's deadly attributes in them. Those who obey and overcome will be found to have God's attributes within them. 

Eternal decisions will be made not on what a person believed but in who he looks like.

Hebrews 12:14  (NIV) Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.

The commandment of God is for people to labor in order to develop holiness. 

Holiness is the result of following the will of God. Holiness is the opposite of that which is humanity, sin, and the world. Holiness is what separates the obedient and the pretenders. It is the image of God’s Son. Holiness is a real substance and without it there is real and tangible danger ahead.

Jesus Says Only Obedient Christians Will Go To Heaven

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. 
Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
Matthew 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Churches are filled with people who call Jesus Lord and do many things in his name but are in danger because they are not obedient to the will of God. 

The will of God is an exacting plan and blueprint containing a rigid set of precise directives and commandments. “Work out your own salvation” and “Be ye Holy” are just two of the many commandments that must be adhered to in order to be doing the will of God. 
Casting out devils, ministering to the sick even getting the lost saved are all good works but not a qualification for heaven.

The will of God is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:3 where we are told sanctification is the will of God. Believers who follow a sanctification process will be welcome in God’s kingdom because they are doing the will of God.

Obeying the three steps of salvation is the only way to do the will of God and become sanctified. Leaving out any step in the plan of salvation is the same as iniquity.

To Not Follow The Three Steps Is To Draw Back Into Perdition

Hebrews 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
:39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.

Perdition means problems, judgment, and destruction. There are only two ways to move while in this earth, forward into salvation or back into problems and eventual disaster.

Living by faith is living a life of receiving miracles. The most important miracle is to receive the salvation of our soul.
It is impossible to move forward and not follow the three steps of salvation. 

1 Peter 1:9 tells those people who believe in the Lord that the purpose of living by faith is to get their soul saved. The world will not enter heaven because they reject the first step in God’s plan of salvation. Christians will not enter if they reject step two or three in God’s plan of salvation. 

The three steps of salvation are not optional and must be obeyed in order to qualify for the kingdom of God. The steps include the new birth, the baptism into the Holy Spirit and obeying the sanctification process which imparts holiness into the our soul and mortal body. 

The End

