

God As Our Co-Parent

This material is not your typical approach to child rearing policies. It is not directed at people who just want some Bible advice on parenting. The following material is designed and geared for the parent who is desperate for help.

There Are Two Areas Of Responsibility

Whenever we want answers from God, we will find that not only does God promise to do things, but that we have an area of responsibility to fulfill.

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go:
 and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

Proverbs 22:6 is a commandment to the parents to more than just feed and clothe his children. Proverbs 22:6 tells the parent to frame and mold the child’s attitude, character, and instincts. The best way of doing this is through following God’s child rearing plan. The parent has a work to do but God becomes a parenting partner when invited into the project.

For those of us who never found out about the plan until we had botched the job, it is not too late. A child is under his parents spiritual authority his whole life. Even older children can be affected by the power of God, when a parent learns and applies spiritual guidelines.

Addressing The Problem

There are several basic problems involved in raising children successfully.

The first problem is that the very people who are going to do it, the parents, will have no experience or training in the operation. That leaves the parent dependent upon instinct and human ideas on how to get the job done, neither of which are reliable.

Another major problem in raising children is that children inherit defects in their attitudes and personality from their parents and grandparents.

A third significant problem comes from the negative influence that is applied by the world around the children. The negative influence will come through their peers, natural negative areas of temptations, as well as evil spiritual powers at work.

Another sensitive area that must be approached is the destructive attitudes and actions of the typical parent that will hinder the production of successful children. The secret to changing the actions, attitudes and status of our offspring is to change the attitudes, actions and spiritual status of the parent.

The Answer

The Bible sets forth a plan that, when properly followed, will not only change the way our children are but at the same time impart attributes into the parents and children that will prepare them for eternity.
The following material will delve not only into the power of God that is available to the parent, but we will also look at the power and influence of evil spirit beings upon children. Our experiences and Bible verses substantiate the fact that evil spiritual forces cause more problems in children than people realize. 
This plan that God has set forth in the Bible gives us all the tools and guidelines we need in order to make miraculous changes in ourselves and offspring. The Bible outlines a plan in which God offers to join with us in our child rearing project.
Behavior And Attitude Are Determined By Three Things

(1) The genes children have inherited from their parents and grandparents.

(2) The environment that children are raised in.

(3) The spiritual power around the children which can either be from evil spirits or from God’s Spirit.

My own children had the disadvantage of inheriting negative characteristics from myself and my side of the family. My children were also raised in an environment that severely hampered their chances for a well structured life style. We were not applying God’s directives which meant demonic powers were also a large influence.

Every parent has the opportunity to have the personal presence of God in their lives to help raise their children. It is not automatic. The Bible gives us a formula to follow in order to have the power, wisdom, counsel and even the chastening of God involved in rearing our children.

Some families are fortunate enough to produce children that are destined to be healthy, wealthy, and wise, but to others who are less fortunate, a miracle is the only answer. This seminar will present an introduction into God’s plan for producing successful children.









The Method

This material is directed at the people who need a miracle for their child. Miracles are produced in two ways. One way miracles are manifested is through the nine gifts of the Spirit. These miracles are gifts and require very little time or personal effort. 

The other way miracles come is through a process that requires our personal effort usually over a prolonged period of time. There are many times when the gifts of the Spirit are not in operation. That leaves us with the second operation which works every time and all of the time. It is on this second operation that we will focus.

The Ingredients

There are several ingredients that must be in operation in the proper amounts before there will be answered prayer for our children. 

These ingredients include:

(1)	 Desire
(2)	 Obedience
(3)	 Perseverance
(4)	 Hope
(5)	 Faith
(6)	 Wisdom
(7)	 Understanding
(8)	 Counsel
(9)	 Power
(10)	 Knowledge
(11)	 The fear of the Lord
(12)	 Compassion



The first three ingredients are supplied by the person needing the answer. The others are supplied by God as we follow Bible instructions. As we follow God’s blue print and instructions, not only will we receive the ingredients but will see them increase and grow.

God’s Commandment To Children And The Parent

Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 

Notice in the preceding verse that it is a commandment from God to the children and that it contains a warning. It is very important for believers to realize that learning and following the Bible is a matter of life and death. When a child is disobedient to his parents, he is placing himself in jeopardy. Not only will things go wrong for the disobedient child but there is a danger of dying before his time. The obedient will live a long full life. 

Ephesians 6:4 (Amplified Bible) Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger - do not exasperate them to resentment - but rear them [tenderly] in the training and discipline and the counsel and admonition of the Lord. 

There is more than one way to raise children. Some parents are so bad at it that they only produce anger, resentment, and rebellion in the children. Raising children carries two areas of responsibility. God has his area that he performs and the parent has an area that he is responsible for.



It is important to realize that if a child is disobedient he is opening the door to problems and catastrophe. The same dangers await the parent that does not learn and follow God’s child rearing plan. A child is precious in the eyes of God and the parent who does not obey his heavenly Father in how to raise children will be in danger of divine repercussions.

Wisdom In Parents And Children Equal Success and Peace As A Family

Wisdom is the ability to make good decisions. All children start life without God’s wisdom this includes God’s children. Parents are God’s children and must acquire wisdom from God before they will be qualified to raise children.

The Bible tells us that one of the first things we are to do is to seek wisdom from God. Wisdom carries the ability to govern. The following verses show us the authority that comes with wisdom. It is God’s wisdom in the parent that will cause his guidelines to be obeyed by the children. A parent without God’s wisdom will have rebellious children.

Proverbs 8:12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. 

15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 

When a person in position of authority has wisdom, there will be obedience to his plan and rules. Wisdom is the thing that every head of a household, parent, manager, and elected official needs in order to have people follow his directives.

A fool has no respect and will have to display anger and violence in order to get subordinates to obey.

If a parent, or husband, does not have wisdom, those under him will not respect him or his decisions, strife and rebellion are the result.

Godly Discipline

Discipline is an essential operation in the rearing of children. It is essential that a child learns early on that life is governed by laws and regulations and that following the rules result in rewards but a failure to follow the rules will end in pain and problems. 

There is no such thing as a child that can instinctively follow all the rules. We will learn that just the opposite is true. All children are born with natural tendencies to do things wrong because it is human to err. It is only through godly instruction and discipline do children learn that life is filled with both danger and rewards and that following or ignoring the rules determines success or disaster. 

One of the hardest things to do correctly is to discipline a child. Most parents err in one of two ways. They either punish the child out of anger and frustration or they don’t do it at all.

Discipline will make or break a child’s future. Proper discipline is the result of a specific plan. 

God’s wisdom is the source of his child rearing plan. When a plan is in place, there will be a set of well outlined rules determining what is and what is not accepted behavior along with a general list of punishments that will be handed out for infractions. 



Every child should have his day in court, but the verdict is final. A well rounded family will always have this type of plan in place. 

One reason for the plan is so that retribution is not handed out in the heat of anger but rather through a system of rational decisions.

Correction Is An Act Of Love

Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Correction and discipline is an act of love. It is the selfish parent who does not sternly discipline his child. The good parent knows from the Bible that proper discipline is the foundation of success for the child’s future. 

Chastening is a correction process. God is our parent and disciplines his children. God also is the Heavenly Father of the people who are raising natural children. All parents would have to undergo the Lord’s chastening before the parent is qualified to chasten his own children. Chastening produces wisdom. There is no such thing as a human parent who doesn’t need wisdom from God.

A parent who spoils his child loves himself, but a parent who chastens and corrects his child loves the child. Chastening children is hard and may go unappreciated for many years but it pays back big dividends in the future for both the child and the parent who raised him. It hurts and takes more work to stop the child from doing things wrong than it does to let him do the improper thing just because it is cute.






All Children Are Born With Deficient Thinking And Behavior

It is only human for a parent to think his own children are the brightest and the best, unfortunately the Bible disagrees.

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.  (KJV)

Every parent thinks his child is smart but the fact of the matter is that a child left to himself will drink poison, walk off a cliff, run out into traffic and eat himself sick on junk food. There is no such thing as a wise child!

Every child is born with foolishness. Foolishness is the disease of youth. Foolishness is thinking you know more than you actually do. Foolishness hides the dangers that lie ahead. Foolishness causes more disasters in life than anything else. 

Foolishness is a malignant growth that can only be removed by radical precise surgery. Stern discipline is the surgeon’s scalpel.

There are two methods in which to train a child. One method is through incentives to do well because you reward and praise him for doing well. The other method is to use the rod of correction. Both methods have their place but the rod of correction is the only way to deal with foolishness.

Reasoning with a child cannot give him an understanding of the danger of running out into traffic. Only a small sample of the pain that comes with being hit by a car can give the fear of traffic. It is the fear that causes wise decisions. Where there is no fear there is a coming disaster. 

It is only the rod of correction that will remove the sickness of impulsiveness and foolishness. 


Two Types Of Discipline

Proverbs 29:15 (Para) The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame and grief.  

The two types of discipline are the rod and reproof, both bring pain and discomfort.

The rod represents a precise and love directed physical paddling. The reproof should always precede the paddling. The reproof is a stern rebuke in a raised voice that brings pain and discomfort to the soul. Reproof can also be the deprival of privileges. Reproof is not a shouted idle threat. The parent who threatens but doesn't follow through is teaching the child that he can ignore authority and get away with it. It is the formula for coming disaster because ignoring the rules always brings serious problems in later life.

A reproof has to come from wisdom, authority, and love in order to be respected and obeyed.

It is very, very important to realize that doling out punishment should always profit the child and not be a pleasure vent for the parent’s anger. If a parent disciplines a child when he is angry then the parent is committing a sin against God and will suffer reprisals.

Notice the last part of Proverbs 29:15 is a warning about the dangers of letting a child get his own way or become spoiled. 

A child without proper discipline will eventually bring grief to his parent because he will do something that will cause serious damage to himself or others. The mother must suffer a little by chastening the child so that in later years when he is on his own he does not do the foolish thing that brings great grief to his mother. Foolishness is a childhood disease that must be cured or it will become an ingrained attribute and grow into a deadly affliction.
The Pain Of Love

Proverbs 19:18 Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.  (KJV)

Notice the term “crying”. Discipline always brings tears but the long term effect is peace and prosperity for the child. There are two who will cry when proper discipline is applied, the child and the parent. The child will cry trying to stop the punishment the parent will cry because it is unpleasant to bring discomfort to the one you love. 

One of the hardest things in the world to do is punish a child without emotion being involved. It is very difficult to punish without anger because the natural human instinct is for the parent to do it in anger which only satisfies his own emotional need to strike back. 

It is only natural to not punish the child when he is crying and begging to be let off for his bad deed. The parent that is following God’s guideline will let the child know that broken laws always bring repercussion. The parent that does not follow through is teaching the child that he can get away with bad behavior if he cries loud enough or can find a good lawyer. The term “this is going to hurt me as much as you” is a true saying when correction is done properly.


The Bible says, "Chasten thy son while there is hope". This means that if you don’t chasten often and early it will be too late and his behavior and foolishness will become part of his nature and bring him problems.







Disobedient To Parents

2 Timothy 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 
3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

2 Timothy 2:26 - 3:2 is not addressed to the world but to Christians. Satan has a power. There is a real and present danger of being taken captive by the devil if Bible guidelines are not obeyed. This Satanic power will effect all phases of life including children. 

It is the nature of the devil to be disobedient to parental authority. Satanic power will affect the attitude of children whose parents are not following the plan of God.

God has outlined a specific plan for raising children. One benefit of following the plan exactly is that it breaks demonic power from coming into and afflicting the family.

Evil Spiritual Powers

All people including Christians can be dramatically affected by powers welded by unclean spirits or demons. Christianity for the most part has lost it’s understanding of how evil spirits operate. Evil spirits were and always have been a major antagonist of the human race. Children are not immune from their tactics. The Lord and the apostles spent a large segment of their ministry dealing with the problems presented by demonic beings. Modern day society still has similar problems from these same demons.


It is very important to gain an understanding of which source the destructive behavior is coming from. If the behavior is from natural rebellious tendencies then natural correction and discipline is in order. If the behavior is the result of demonic forces at work the spiritual tools supplied by God must be used in order to obtain results. Using the wrong techniques at the wrong time can do more harm than good.

The next section of this study will examine a Bible example of demonic power affecting a woman’s child and how she received an answer from her faith. 

I chose this example because not only does it bring to light the actions of evil spirits affecting children, but also because I have had several similar experiences.

Matt 15:21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 
22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 
23 But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 
24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 
26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 

27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 
28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.

We are not told the symptoms that the daughter was suffering only that she was grievously vexed. I have seen a variety of demonic symptoms in Christian children including suicidal tendencies, epilepsy, runaways, drug abuse, rebelliousness, as well as lying and stealing. Many were cured through the power of God.

After careful study of the above account we have found all eleven ingredients mentioned earlier in this book were present. We find desire, obedience, perseverance, hope, faith, wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. This account specifically mentions the woman's faith.

God Uses Our Faith, Perseverance And Obedience To Build Spiritual Families

Psalm 127 is a direct statement to all parents that it is God who builds and constructs and we are just the laborers. It takes divine power and wisdom to create a godly family.

Psalm 127:1 (NIV) Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

When the Bible mentions the word house in this context it is referring to the family. When the Lord builds the family it will be strong and secure.

3 (PARA) Children are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him. 

4 (PARA) Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one's youth. 

When God is a partner in raising children each child becomes a positive and valuable thing to have.
A warrior needs arrows for safety and success. Children when they are taught God's word develop faith, wisdom, power, etc. that will help the parents win the war against adversity and achieve success in all aspects of life. An arrow is an offensive weapon even so are the children of Godly parents.

How Do We Make God A Co-Parent?
The Tongue The Creator Of Godly Children

The most powerful tool in the universe is in every person’s possession. That tool is the spoken word. God builds the family but He uses the confession of His word from our lips as a tool.

 Jehoshua (Jesus) said that with faith in what the Bible says about the power of the spoken word we could move a mountain by just speaking to it. Not everyone will have the faith to move mountains, but changing the way we are and the way our children are is founded on the principle that the way we talk determines our situations. It is the creative power of speaking God’s truth about our children that will change them and us.

Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

God has given us His word to say so that it returns to him and accomplishes results. Successful children will be the result of what you say and how you talk.



Mark 11:23 (PARA) For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say ........  and shall not doubt in his mind, but shall believe that those things which he speaks shall come to pass; he shall have whatever he says. 

The Lord tells us we will have what we say. What is it we want to have? Successful, healthy, and righteous children! 

We must develop faith in the power of the spoken word and then find out what to speak. 

Godly children are not born that way, they are a miracle created from using the creative power of our words and saying God's word, the verses in the Bible.

THE PROMISES

All of society has problems in one area or another. The Bible is filled with statements made by the Holy Spirit giving hope to men that the normal problems of society can either be solved or avoided altogether. There are several verses that pertain to children. It is the promises contained in the following verses that will create godly children when spoken.

Angels Protect The Children

Matt 18:10 "See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 

God Works In The Children’s Heart To Cause Them To Love Him

Deuteronomy 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

I have heard parents lamenting the fact that their children do not follow the Lord. As long as a parent says negative statements, that is what he will have. God has given us Deut. 30:6 to say by faith. It is then, God himself who will do a work in the heart of our offspring. If we will believe and say he has done it and thank God for doing it, then the power is set in motion to change the child's heart.

God Blesses Our Offspring

Deuteronomy 30:9 Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your fathers, 

We generally think of prosperity only in terms of financial success but God’s power works in all aspects of our work. Our children are the fruit of the womb and God causes success to be in the child rearing process.

God Gives Our Children Wisdom And The Ability To Learn

Daniel 1:17 As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

Learning problems are dissolved when God’s power goes to work in the child’s intellect.

The Secret To Children Always Doing Right

Psalm 103:17 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children-- 

18 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. 

The secret to success, peace and safety is doing things right. It is a great concern for all parents that his children do things right. Stop and think about it. There will be times when the child will be on his own, options will be offered some right and some wrong. When any child makes the wrong choices he can get into big trouble and fall into real danger. 

God always does things right. His promise is that the children of the obedient will be given godly direction and instinctively make the same right decisions and be directed to do that which is right and profitable. 

The Person Who Obeys God Will Bring Blessings On His Children

Proverbs 20:7 The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him. 

The Bible is filled with rules, commandments, guidelines and steps to follow. The parent who follows spiritual law will have a direct affect on his child’s attitude and behavior.

God’s Spirit Upon The Children

Isaiah 44:3 For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground:  I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 

The Holy Spirit upon the children causes them to have the same attributes as God.                                                                                             











The Attributes Of The Holy Spirit Upon

Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- 

In order to appreciate the importance of God’s Spirit upon our children we must know the attributes that make up God’s Spirit. The Spirit of God is love but at the same time he is wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

God’s Protection

Isaiah 49:25 But this is what the LORD says: "Yes, captives will be taken from warriors, and plunder retrieved from the fierce; I will contend with those who contend with you, and your children I will save. 

The world is filled with enemies, adversity and disaster but God has made provisions to protect the godly parent’s children from harm.

God Teaches Our Children

Isaiah 54:13 All your sons will be taught by the LORD, and great will be your children's peace. 

We have a responsibility to instruct and teach our children but God imparts special spiritual insight into the child’s mind. The precepts that only God reveals cannot be learned through words spoken by human parents.




The Picture Of A Family Built By God.

Psalm 128:1 Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways. 

2 You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. 

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table. 

One of the reasons we get married is to form a partnership. Each partner has talents and gifts that the other needs in order to be successful. The wife of a godly husband will bring forth all of those qualities that make the family successful.

Children with godly parents never become a burden, instead they are like olive shoots. An olive shoot is a valuable possession because when it matures it gives back tremendous things of value to the one who raises and cultivates it.

Psalm 128:4 Thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. 

5 May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life; may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem, 

6 and may you live to see your children's children. Peace be upon Israel. 

Israel is symbolic of God’s family. When people enter into God’s family through faith they are one with Israel and have the opportunity to have God in their family as head of the house. It is His lordship ruling as wisdom, love, faith, and power that brings peace upon and into the family.


