POWER FOR A LOSER
The single most important thing that ever happened to me was that I was given divine power God has promised to all criminals, losers, the weak and the defeated. That power changed my life but the way I was introduced to it is a story unto itself. The following is an account of that introduction.

God and his Power
Every one that believes in God also believes he has the power to create and destroy, to heal and to change situations for the better. What most people do not fully understand is that the Bible says that he gives that same power to any person who obeys his directives. I discovered that acquiring and using that creative power to produce miracles was essential in order for me to be cleansed, perfected and right with God.

How did I come to this conclusion?
There are a number of reasons why people turn to God. My situation was different than most. 

Today I am doing well but it was not that way before I  experienced the presence of God in a most unusual way. 

I was born a slave to darkness and failure
I was born and raised in poverty and violence. I grew up believing that being tough and wild was admirable. I experienced violent things that went on in my family that hardened me. 

My first childhood memory is waking up to the sound of a loud argument then flesh hitting flesh and then my father throwing my mother down a flight of stairs. Over the years there was more violence, screaming threats, knives, blood and always fear.

I also grew up led to believe that fighting, drinking and womanizing was what life was about.

I still carry scars on my body from the fights I have been in. I have committed a number of felonies but it was not just because I made wrong decisions in my life. People who are born and raised like I was have no real choices. 

Negativity and the dark side of life is all I knew. People like I was are slaves to anger, violence and temptation. We do what we do because that is the way we are.

On top of all that, I discovered that I have a learning disability that made school and life even harder which in turn made me even more bitter. A secular education system was useless.

There is an answer for people like me but it is not through man’s educational system, a social rehabilitating plan or harsher prison sentences. Why is that?

My adult life
I was approaching middle age. I was married with two children but I was a terrible husband and an unfit father. I could not hold a job and was always out getting high and carousing. I went through life blaming people, the politicians and the economy for my problems.

I have been an addict
I have been in more street fights than I can count
I have committed felonies
I have been in jail
I have been trapped in poverty
I know what it is to have no hope

I also know that for many other people like me there is only one way out and that is through learning how to receive and utilizing a higher power. The problem is very few know about it or how it works. 

If sin is a spiritual problem then could criminal behavior be a spiritual Problem? 
The Bible says many behavioral problems in life have a spiritual source. Looking back I now realize I was manipulated by what the Bible calls Satan, sin and demonic oppression. The Bible reveals a process that I learned about and applied to my life that changed the way I was but that is another story.

Can God communicate with a heathen?
I had not filed taxes for several years, bills were piling up and life was getting worse when a strange thing happened. It all started with a simple thought. It came in the form of a question. The question that popped into my mind was this. Why do you think some people are successful and you are not? I pondered that thought over the next several days and finally decided to go to the library and look for books on how to become successful. That was one of the very few smart decisions I had ever made. Looking back on that moment I am convinced that that thought came from God trying to get my attention.

That which is strange is not always bad
I seldom talk about what happened next because it was weird and might give people the wrong idea but I am going to reveal it now for the first time.

Before I go into what happened let me remind you that a number of things God did with his power throughout the Bible was out of the ordinary. Christ himself was thought to be demon possessed by the religious people of that time because of the supernatural aspects of his works.

Historically God shows his power
In the Book of Acts in chapter 8:5-8 we read that one of the ways of drawing people to God was through the manifestation of his presence showing his power. In this chapter it tells of an evangelist that went into a city and preached the gospel and when miracles occurred  there was great joy throughout the whole city.

In my case there were no churches in my area that could demonstrate this glorious power for the poor and addicts. There was no evangelist with God’s power that came to my door and offered solutions for my problems. 

God used the only thing that was available to get me jump started and that was a book written by an atheist.
Now here is where it gets strange. The book that I was reading was one of several that was telling people how to become successful. This book was different in that it stressed that the powers of the mind could make things happen then it said try this experiment.

The crazy experiment that worked
It said to take a needle and push it into a cork then take a 4”x4” piece of paper and fold it corner to corner then unfold it so that it ended up shaped like a square umbrella. I was told to place this little umbrella square shaped paper on the needle and cork so that the needle was exactly in the middle of the paper.

The book then went on to tell me to encircle the umbrella shaped paper with both of my hands but not to touch the paper. I was then instructed to envision and concentrate on the paper rotating in order to demonstrate the powers of the human mind.

I followed the instructions and after several moments the paper began to rotate. I thought to myself, wow. The book went on to say that the reason the paper rotated could have been from a movement of air in the room or from the heat of my hands rather than the power of concentration and my mind. It went on to a second part of the experiment to prove that it was not heat or air movement but the power of concentration.

This time I was told to concentrate on and envision the paper rotating but when it started rotating I was to envision and concentrate on stopping the rotation and envision the paper going in the opposite direction. Within a few moments the umbrella stopped its clockwise rotation and reversed. It started going in a counter clockwise rotation.

The book went on to say if a person could control the rotation of the paper he could have a profound effect on other areas of his life including family, health and finances. I was greatly impressed that there was unseen powers that could be tapped into.

Was God in that room rotating the paper?
Looking back I now believe there was more to it because in my search to learn more I ended up in the Bible. I firmly believe that the book on mind over matter was misleading and it was not really my mental powers that rotated that paper but it was God with his power that moved that paper. 

It was enough to make me open to God so he could now not only work with me to show me the way out of darkness but at the same time prune the bad attitude and behavior out of me.

Before we continue I want to make sure that we understand the magnitude of what I just stated. I am saying that God himself, in person, was in that room with me giving me a small taste of his power. It all started with a small thought from the Holy Spirit several weeks earlier. The reason things got better was because I obeyed another thought suggesting I look for teaching.

Mind over matter is scriptural
It is important to realize that the book I had read about the mind was not all wrong. Stop and think about what Christ taught about faith moving mountains, faith creating health, faith creating prosperity in the midst of poverty. Faith is a state of the mind that occurs from revelations from the Holy Spirit revealing truth from the word of God. When we believe and obey what the Bible says about filling our mind with truth as well as receiving the power of God miracles will occur on a regular basis. The book experiment might have been a strange way of finding God but it worked and started me on a new journey.

Faith needs Divine Power
I was to learn that faith itself produces nothing. In other words the book was wrongly stating that all we need is the concentration of the human mind. Divine power is an essential part of the equation and only obedience to God’s commandments and corrections can bring that into our life.
God sends a messenger
After years of struggle and failure trying to survive using my own limited knowledge and talent I had experienced positive results. God had my attention but I was still messed up because of a lack of knowledge. 

I did not know that the Bible held the formulas and plan. That is where another person was used by God to get me to the next level.

During a casual conversation a businessman offered me a great opportunity but there were stipulations. I was told two things. `One was that I needed to read and follow instructions from a book that contained Bible verses about becoming successful.

The second thing he let me know was that I needed to stop being so negative and blaming all my failures on people, politicians and the economy. He went on to tell me something we all need to hear and work on. 

That was the fact that with God all things are possible but first I had to stop being my own worse enemy by talking, acting and reacting in a self destructive way.

I was to later learn later that every one of God’s operations always contains 4 elements.

1. The offer of opportunity
2. Divine commandments
3. My responsibilities
4. Divine warnings

I had been offered the opportunity and given a warning now I had learn the directives and fulfill my responsibilities. I agreed to read the book and do whatever it told me. That was the second wise decision I made. After living a life trapped and offering no options at all God had intervened and was giving me a choice. I agreed to give it a shot.

God’s power at work again
I read the book the businessman gave me and obeyed its instructions. I began to say Bible verses out loud like it directed. Then it told me about the power of prayer. I had a hangover from a night of drinking, I had been in a fight and still did not really believe in God but I decided to give it a try. I was very specific so when it was answered exactly as I had prayed I was blown away. Again there was that wow factor but what had happened was far better than just getting a piece of paper to rotate. 

My prayer had been about finding a job. A few days later the very man I prayed about came up to me and said “when are you going to come and work for me?” After years of struggles and failures opportunity for success came knocking at my door. At this point I began to realize that the Bible was the road map into a place of power for the poor, the ignorant and the misfits.

A God given gift
The next thing that happened was why I give out this booklet. People heard about my change and I was invited to a Bible study group where they wanted to hear about my conversion from being a criminal to Christ. During my testimony I began quoting the Bible and they were amazed at what I pointed out and I did not know why.

I did not know it then but I had been given the gift of teaching. I had been given the ability to receive and share Bible insight that others who had been Christians for decades did not know about.

I was to discover something about myself. After years of working at stressful jobs that I was unqualified for I now found a God given talent and a work that I loved. My life had changed but I was still in trouble with unpaid bills and unfiled taxes.

Another miracle
I again prayed to God and told him if he could get me out of my financial disaster I would never allow myself to get entangled in debt or crime again. I knew I would probably go to jail for tax evasion but I did want to get my life straightened out. I went to an accountant and told him to do whatever it took to rectify the problem. Within a short period of time I was amazed that not only was I not going to jail but got huge refunds for the many years I had not filed. For one of the few times in my life I was out of debt and was not going to get arrested.

Overjoyed at my new situation and wanting to learn more I left my old life behind to attend Rhema Bible College. I worked at a full time night job as a short order cook and attended classes during the day. Two years later I graduated and with the anticipation of a new career I started a new journey. 

Trouble and Opposition
I began my new career as a pastor and teacher. I was overjoyed that I had finally found a vocation that I was suited for. The excitement did not last long, I began to noticed some real problems. 

I had uprooted my family and embarked on a new life all for one reason. The reason was because I had experienced the power of God and thought it would always be there if I learned and obeyed Christian teaching. Not only was there constant financial struggles and my prayers were going unanswered but I began to experience serious health problems and I began to fall to old temptations.

Where was God when I needed him? The answer was that God was still with me but there were many things about spiritual warfare and even salvation that I was ignorant about and needed to learn and apply. Bible college church sermons, and prayers were good but not enough to prepare me for  spiritual warfare. 

God had got my attention with his power but there was far more to it
I had just entered the next part of my spiritual journey that was a learning experience that was essential if I was ever going to be able to fulfill God’s plan. It was a time of chastening, struggle and sometimes pain but it got me into a position to have insight into  a whole new view of God’s plan. 

The Conclusion
The good news. The world and our human nature is filled with defects, problems and situations that human ability alone cannot overcome but there is another option available and that is a God given power.  

I spent years in research and study about what the Bible reveals  about this supernatural ability. I wanted to know not only how it could help me but also why there was not more evidence of it as well as what I had to do in order to tap into it.

As time went on I learned and used Bible formulas to receive and multiply God’s power. Instead of always asking him to fix things I began to use his power that he had given me to overcome my addictions, problems with my children, sickness and financial struggles. 

I had discovered the key to Bible victory. I also discovered that divine power and the ability to produce miracles is essential in order to overcome the forces of darkness and my sinful desires. I discovered that it is essential in  preparing for eternity. It is also essential in order to overcome domestic violence, diseases, rebellious children, addictions, demonic possession  and poverty. 

Today I write and teach on how to receive and multiply God’s gift of power.
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