Satan in the Congregation - Lucifer in the Pulpit
The Spiritual Conspiracy

2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 
14: And no marvel; 
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
15: Therefore it is no great thing 
if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 
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Two Dangerous Errors in the Church

There are two dangerous errors in the modern day church. The first area in which we all err is failing to recognize the New Testament warnings from God to the believers. The second great error is underestimating the power of spirit beings and their tactics.

The following material is a Bible study of how our spiritual enemies operate.

There is a great spiritual warfare being waged throughout all creation. Because of the significance of people in God's plan the primary goal of the enemy is to deceive, distract, disrupt and control the people. The Bible reveals that one of the tactics of Satan is to infiltrate the ranks and leadership positions of Christianity with his followers.


Beware of False Prophets

Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
Acts 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

Is there a Satanic plan to infiltrate the church? Are there ministers and people in the church who are actively hiding and distorting the truth? Are there real dangers from spirit beings to the people who make up the church?

The New Testament gives us the answer. The Bible tells us of a satanic conspiracy to control Christianity. It tells us about false believers, false ministers and Satan's ministers masquerading as Christians. 

The New Testament also speaks of seducing spirits and doctrines of devils leading Christians away from the faith and taking them captive.

The following material is a Bible study on this phenomena.

Satan In Christianity

The Bible devotes much space to teachings on the spirit beings that rule over the natural order of creation. These beings are the angels that followed Satan in his rebellion against God. 

These spirits make up the satanic hierarchy that rule the world and the human race. There appears to be several different ranks or levels that make up the satanic hierarchy. They range from the common unclean spirits and demons, to master spirits and rulers of darkness. Other terms include powers, angels and principalities. 

Adam and Eve opened the door to these spirit beings by their transgression in the garden of Eden. At the same time the human race underwent a transformation that made them subject to demonic control. This transformation produced what is called sin.

God’s plan gives men the opportunity to be cleansed from the presence of sin so that in the final judgment they will survive. When this happens Satan and his angelic followers will be condemned to eternal punishment and justice will finally prevail.

The goal of Satan and the fallen angels is to stop, divert, or delay God‘s plan which is to be proclaimed and implemented by and through the church. Naturally this makes the church a target for a take over and deceptive doctrines to be introduced.

There are two basic ways in which Satan and his hierarchy seek to control the church. One is through placing false ministers in leadership positions or influential people on church boards. The other method is to make offers to and seduce members and ministers who are already believers.

Demonic Spirit Rulers

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

The above passage is clearly revealing that even though men  commit the actions they are influenced and directed by spirit beings. In other words spirit beings can control people. 
 
Demonic Power

The power of spirit beings is discussed not to glamorize Satan but to illustrate the abilities and tactics of our enemies. There are three basic forces that control creation. The first and most powerful force is the power of God. The second force is that which mankind exerts. 

The third force is that of demonic beings. These beings are spiritual and possess a much greater power than men. Although their power is of a magnitude as to produce tremendous catastrophes it is at the same time so subtle and disguised as to seem non existent. It is this subtly that has fooled the modern day church into falling prey to Satan’s strategies and tactics. 

The Following section will address how Satan manipulates the church through Christians who are either complacent or unwilling to acknowledge the need for diligence. 

One of the first steps a believer must take in order to avoid problems is to eliminate the carnal mind because the carnal mind is the devils tool. A carnally minded Christian is susceptible to deceptions and demonic doctrines.

The Human Mind is Dangerous

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

Every believer starts out with a carnal mind. The carnal mind cannot be fixed without following God’s plan to renew it. The human reasoning is an enemy of God and must be renewed by following specific steps. The carnal human mind in Christians is one of the areas that Satan’s ministers use to manipulate the church.

Renewing The Mind Is A Commandment Of God

Ephesians 4:23 (PARA) And renewed your mind so that it is the mind of the Spirit; 

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God

The Bible is very clear on the fact that believers as well as the rest of the human race are subject to demonic powers that affect the thinking and reasoning. Demons have the power to program human thinking just like a computer is programmed to perform certain task. 

The believer who does not follow God’s plan exactly will become subject to satanic deceptions and manipulations. 

Satan and Mind Control

2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

Notice in the above verse the word mind. The human mind is affected by demonic spirit beings. This is an ongoing battle that requires much effort on our part in order to overcome. 

An Example Of Demonic Powers

Luke 9:38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child. 
39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him (causing Convulsions), and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him (it is destroying him) hardly departeth from him. 
40 And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not. 

Notice that even though the disciples were followers of the Lord and had past successes in casting out devils they were powerless against this one. 

Luke 9:41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son hither. 
42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father. 

Not only do demons have the power to manipulate the mind and actions but this one physically threw the child to the ground even as Jesus was evicting him.
Luke 9:43 And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God. But while they wondered every one at all things which Jesus did, he said unto his disciples, 

One of the reason these people marveled at God’s power was they had an acute awareness of demonic Power. Although the people in the earth are destroyed from demon activity, Satan is wise enough to disguise his power to the church. It is this subtlety that has deceived modern Christians into believing that they are in control.

Satan’s Tactics

There are several ways in which Satan seeks to deceive and control the church.

·	Through seducing spirits who tempt the flesh 
·	Through persecutions and trials
·	Through false ministers proclaiming and teaching false doctrines.
·	Through rewarding with success those who follow his plan rather than God’s plan.

Can Believers Go Backwards?

Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Hebrews 5:12-14 is written about believers who were not following God’s plan. These people had lost a very valuable and necessary ingredient and were in the first stages of apostasy. The Christian who does not grow spiritually will lose what he has.

 Mark 4:15 tells us that Satan has the ability to steal the word out of the minds of men. A lack of positive spiritual growth always results in a growing separation from God. 

Many modern day Christians do not know the difference between spiritual right and wrong (good and evil) because they are not taught about spiritual dangers and the need to be involved in God’s sanctification process.

A Personal Battle With The Forces Of Darkness

Several years ago some very valuable information came into my possession as a result of my own battles with the power of sin. 

After I was born again I immediately got a Bible and started going to church. Within a short while I received the baptism into the Holy Spirit. I attended and graduated from Bible school and planned on being in the ministry but there was a major problem. I found serious flaws in myself. I found myself desiring and doing some of the sinful things I thought I had left behind. I was concerned. No minister had the answer, no church had the answer. I found in the Bible that there are supernatural powers of temptation that use the desires in our carnal soul to lead people away from God’s plan of righteousness. 

The search for a solution along with a heavy dose of God’s chastening took me on a path that led to a whole new truth about what the believer is directed to produce while he is in this life.

I learned several things including.

(1) That Satan has a power affecting everything human.

(2) No Christian will be qualified for a ministry until he discovers and conquers his own sins through God’s three step plan of salvation.

(3) That there are Christians who actively oppose God’s plan to cleanse believers from the things that give Satan power.

The Error In The Soul Of Every Believer

The apostle Paul is the writer of the following verses. Even with his dramatic conversion and direct conversation with the risen Lord he still found that sin had a hold on him. 

Romans 7:19 (para) For the good that I want to do I cannot do: but the evil which I do not want to do, that I do. 
20 Now if I end up doing that I which I don’t want to do, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.

The Apostle Paul had discovered what all sincere believers find. A power of sin within themselves. That law is what stops us from loving our enemies as well as makes us a slave to bad habits and actions. It is the purpose of the third step of God’s plan to save us from the sin in the believers soul. This revelation is the foundation of Paul’s letters to the churches.

Human desires in the flesh is the hold that Satan grabs in order to invoke his will upon immature believers. Naturally he would want to stop people from hearing how to become holy.

The Dangers Of  The Flesh

The following verses are very similar to the warning God gave Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Adam disobeyed and lost his birth right and relationship with God.

Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

The primary mission of every believer is to put his flesh to death. This is very important because if we don’t work with the power of God’s Spirit to crucify the flesh it will kill us. Satan has the power of death. Death consist of tragedy, confusion, and spiritual blindness.

It is the flesh that the nature of Satan inhabits. Sin and fleshly desire dwells in every human thing and is under the control of Satan. God told Adam that if he ate the apple he would die. Satan came to Adam and Eve with a deception.

 God is telling Christians if you keep the human nature you will die. Satan and his ministers come and tempt believers by either ignoring this warning or offering liberal religious doctrines that breed complacency. The complacent Christian is a pawn and tool of the rulers of darkness.

Satan Tempts Believers

1 Thessalonians 3:5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain. 

Temptation is still the one of the devils most effective weapons. It is the wise believer that learns his own weaknesses and how to resist Satan’s offers. One of the devils tactics is to lure Christians into complacency. 

The flesh of a believer loves to hear about Jesus but hates to hear that he needs to work at perfecting his soul. Satan uses this to lull the disobedient into a false sense of security.

The Way To Be Free

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

Thank God for his Holy Spirit and the Bible. Christianity may not have had the answers but he who seeks shall find. God has a detailed plan on how to be cleansed from the human nature which gives the power of sin control over believers. It was by doing things God’s way that set me free from being a slave to sin. 

When I began to work out my own salvation not only did I find the answer to my dilemma but I found that it was God’s plan on how to keep the power of sin from controlling the church. 

Every Believer Must Purge Himself

2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 
21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

The person who does not undergo perfecting and sanctification will never be qualified to do the work of the Lord because Satan will use the carnal nature to deceive. 

Purging ones self is the third step of God’s plan. It is this purging that qualifies a person to work in a ministry.

Satan Takes Christians Captive To Do His Will

2 Timothy 2:25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

The will of God is filled with specific details, steps and commandments. The will of God is that we progress and grow spiritually by obeying his laws. These laws are given for our safety. 

Those believers and ministers who do not follow New Testament directives will have their minds taken captive by spirit beings and end up believing doctrines of devils. The result is a Christian filled with incompetence, complacency, and error. This is the greatest reason for ineffective churches.

False Brethren

Is it possible for a person to attend church, profess to believe in the Bible and in Jesus Christ as well as speak in tongues and not be a child of God? Yes! Not only are there carnal believers in the church that oppose sound doctrine but there are also those who are active agents of the devil.

2 Corinthians 11:26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

False brethren hate God's plan for cleansing and perfecting his people. I have been constantly amazed at the amount of people in the church that have shown open hostility to those things which would do nothing but help people. 

In public they have a show of godliness but in private they oppose God's plan with open hostility.

Ministers Of Satan Masquerading As Ministers Of Righteousness

2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

People who have see light, heard beautiful music and seen lovely gardens and talked to God in near death experiences may have experienced a deception. Satan is a master of disguise and wants to lead people into complacency

2 Corinthians 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

The fulfillment of God’s plan means the demise of Satan and his followers. The church is the operating instrument of God’s plan and is a target of the devil. One of the best ways of nullifying the power of the church and its operations would be to infiltrate leadership positions with  ministers masquerading as followers of Jesus and believers of the Bible. This is an ongoing tactic of the devil. 

Many of these false ministers started out as true believers but are transformed into ministers of unrighteousness because they take Satan's offer.

Deception From Seducing Spirits And Demons

The Bible warns us that Christians will walk away from the faith as a result of demon activity. A church who is not following God’s three step plan of salvation will have the minds of its membership taken over by demonic doctrine.

1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

The primary goal of our faith is the salvation of the believers soul (1Pet 1:9). Faith confessions create holiness in our soul. The person who is not struggling to do this is going back into darkness and will end up following doctrine of devils.

Sodom and Gomorrah were defiled by sexual seducing spirits. Christianity can become defiled by religious seducing spirits. Both give pleasure to human desires in the flesh.

A Time When Christians Will Not Listen To Truth

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Is there such a thing as a lust for false doctrine? This is a New Testament prediction that Christians will leave fundamental Bible doctrine and welcome Satan's teachers who give them religious stories instead of Bible warnings and responsibilities.  

Satan Offers Success

Mark 4:19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

Success can be a great deceiver. One of the great lessons of life is learned from failure. There are many successful churches who are deceived by the devil simply because they have mistook tangible success as God's blessing. 

Does God promise success to those who follow directions? Yes, but God also chastens and severely disciplines before he gives success. 

Does Satan give success and pleasure in order to lead us down the wrong path? Yes.

The Bible Warns Us That False Teachers Will Abound

2 Peter 2:1 (NIV) But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift destruction on themselves.

God has warned us that Satan will send his ministers into the church. These people are inspired by demons to keep people from following the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the sanctification process. 

Notice it says they have been bought. This means they believed in Jesus once but then by their actions deny him. They will not openly say that Jesus in not Lord but they bring in doctrines that oppose Bible truth. It is there demon inspired heresies that open the door to destruction.

Minister Who Set Themselves Into The Ministry

1 Corinthians 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

God has certain qualification and a specific order in which he sets ministers into the church. Christianity is set up so that men decide who and how ministries are established. We live in a time where many religious leaders have not been set there by God. The result is divisions, ignorance of God’s plan and Satan's ministers in the pulpit.

Christian Folly in the End Times

2 Peter 2:2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 

Notice the above verse is written about people who do things in a way that brings shame upon God’s truth. This can only be done by those who claim to be followers of God. 

One of Satan’s tactics is to cause church people to be an embarrassment so that unsaved people will not believe the gospel.

Ministers Will Make Up Stories

2 Peter 2:3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.

One of the many tactics of demons is to entice gullible ministers into telling stories rather than the hard facts of the Bible. The motive is always to attract followers. This error results in a carnal congregation and condemnation of the ministers doing it.

Ministers Who Leave The Truth

2 Peter 2:15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness.

Some people are tempted by sex, drugs or anger others by seducing spirits offering pleasure from spiritual sins. It is not unusual in the modern church to find pastors who follow seducing spirits rather than the Holy Spirit.

False Ministers Become Successful By 
Appealing To Carnal Christians

2 Peter 2:18 (NIV) For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 
19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity--for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 

All people have wrong desires, Christians are no different. Wayward ministers fuel these wrong religious desires with elegant sermons that leave people in deeper enslavement.

Christian Ministers Who Turn Back 

2 Peter 2:20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 

Ministers Will Weep

2 Peter 2:21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 

We live in a time where it is common for ministers to forsake the truth in order to follow false religious doctrine. The sin of heresy is worse than murder or sex crimes because it is adultery with the devil. Heresy defeats God's plan to change murderers and sex offenders into holy people. Heresy keeps murders and sex offenders under Satan's control. Heresy is Satan's message.

2 Peter 2:22 Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud." 

The most important decision we will ever make is how we will prepare for eternity. Satan and his demons are more than willing to make deals with ministers who are content to remain vain and ignorant. It will be worse on judgment day for ministers who turn the truth into religious ceremony than the sinners in the world.

The above verse is written to believers to warn them.
There are many mistakes in Christianity and one of the biggest is to scoff at the seriousness of the situation that lies ahead. 
False teachers will never consider themselves in danger. Any person who does not fear either does not believe the Bible or is an agent of Satan. Both will come to destruction.

False Prophets

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

The Signs Of A False Minister

False ministers come in clothed as sheep. They teach from the Bible, they even proclaim Jesus as Lord. They pray for the sick, feed the poor and shout accusations at the devil.  They make an outward show of piety. 

What they don’t do is teach and follow God’s plan of salvation. One of the first signs of a false minister is that throughout the Bible they are always telling people peace! Peace! God loves you just the way you are. But never warning about the dangers that lie ahead to the disobedient, unprepared, and unsanctified.  

The New Testament warns Christians about several specific dangers that will affect them. These dangers include the importance of continuing to prepare for “the day of judgment”, “the day of the Lord and Fire“, “the operation of demons in the lives  of Christians”, and “the law of sin and death”.

Scoffers Don’t Take New Testament Warning Seriously

2 Peter 3:1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.
2 Peter 3:3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.

It is the rare minister that even knows any New Testament warnings to the church exist much less teaches them. Most scoff at the fact that there are warnings to Christians.

It is the primary plan of Satan to hide these incentives to grow spiritually because spiritual growth makes the church strong, holy and victorious. Complacency concerning Bible warnings to Christians are a sure signs of demonic activity.

The End



