Sin in God's House - Death in the Land

A Bible study on how Christians set in motion the cycle of disaster.
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Bible Warnings to the Modern Day Church

Is there more to destructive weather, poverty, traffic accidents and  disease than science has explained? 

The Bible tells us that there is a spiritual power that can and does cause tragedy and disaster?

Some of the most astounding revelations in the Bible are those concerning why bad things happen to seemingly good people. 

Another dynamic fact is revealed when we observe the parallel between Old Testament problems caused by spiritual  disobedience and the problems in the modern day church.

Is what the Bible says about sin causing sickness, tragedy and disasters the reason for modern day problems in society? 

This session looks at what the Bible says concerning a connection between disasters and God's warnings to Christianity? 

An Explanation of Sin

Most of the next several pages are going to deal with Bible subject matter that has not been adequately taught for centuries. The subject matter is death which is the repercussion from spiritual errors. 

In other words there are spiritual laws and powers that govern creation. When people break spiritual laws Satan’s spiritual power begins a process of destruction. The process of destruction is what the Bible calls death. 

It is important for the reader to understand a little about what sin is and how different it is from the typical modern church definition. 

For centuries Christian teaching has used only moral values to distinguish between right and wrong. A careful look at the Bible will reveal that sin encompasses far more than just moral and social values. 

Sin can actually be described as anything outside the will of God, in other words there are a great many things that people do that fall within the Christian acceptable moral behavior yet are dangerous death producing sins. 

It is also important to know that sin always produces repercussions. These repercussion are a result of spiritual temptations, errors, accusations and divine judgment. 

Another misunderstood but important subject is the part that the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, God's chastening, the ministry of the prophet and our conscience play in helping us to recognize and cure personal sin.

It is our prayer that these materials will motivate some to seek insight into this all important subject.

In the Beginning

Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

In the beginning there was no sickness, disasters, or destructive forces working havoc in God‘s creation. Today the earth is filled with problems. Society spends millions of dollars and man hours seeking prevention and solutions but according to the Bible the answer lies in understanding spiritual truths. The Bible tells us that tragedy, pain and disaster  have a spiritual origin. 
	
The Bible tells us that human nature contains the defects and attributes that set in motion a spiritual power that destroys and maims. This operation is what the Bible terms the law of sin and death. 

This operation is accomplished through three dangerous entities which are the world, demonic spirit beings, and our flesh. It is a primary operation of the spirit beings that govern the world system to excite and enflame the desires of the flesh so that sin is produced. They then bring accusations and execute the guilty by carrying out the penalties. The Bible tells us that following God’s plan of salvation is the only sure way of preventing sickness and tragedy because salvation changes who we are, and the way we are, as well as the way we act, talk and think.

It is important to know that many things that the Bible labels as sin are socially acceptable for example spiritual ignorance and a lack of spiritual growth just to name a few. Both of these can set in motion acts that open the door to spiritual repercussions called death.
	
This session will look at the impact of death in the Old Testament and on the New Testament believer. We will see a picture of what death looked like under the law of Moses and compare it to what is happening in the earth and in the church today.

 Sin and Death

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 This verse discussing one of the most misunderstood topics in Christianity. Most modern day Christians have little idea of what sin is outside of moral issues and even fewer know what death is. 

This verse gives mankind and the church insight into one of the big reasons why things go wrong. 

In order to fully understand God's plan of salvation we must first understand the destructive power of death, what sets it in motion and the way to avoid and stop this power from affecting on people.

Sin and Death Enter the Garden 
Sin and Death Enter Creation

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Sin and death were not always a part of society. Sin and death entered in spite of God's warning.

God Warns Adam About Death

Most people think God simply forbid Adam and Eve to eat of a desirable fruit. A closer look reveals that God was saying that the fruit was dangerous and there would be serious repercussions.

Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

It could have been that the fruit was dangerous or possibly that the act of disobedience was dangerous. What is important is that God never establishes commandments just for the sake of establishing moral values. Spiritual law keeps people safe from death.

Sin is Deceptive and Can Reason with People

The next several scriptures show a clear picture of how the spiritual beings of sin establish deceit and complacency in God's people by casually interjecting contradictory arguments against the truth.

Genesis 3:1  (KJV) Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

Sin always comes by raising a question about what God has declared.

Eve Responds to Satan’s Offer

Genesis 3:2  (KJV) And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

Genesis 3:3  (NIV) but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 

Sin Lies to People About the Consequences of Sin

Genesis 3:4  (KJV) And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

Notice in this verses how sin cast doubt on God’s warnings. Sin has the ability to communicate with the human mind and to contradict God's statement of fact.

Sin Always Tempts By Telling About the Benefits

Genesis 3:5  (KJV) For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

Deceived and Convinced

Genesis 3:6  (KJV) And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

Sin if not dealt with will eventually convince us that doing wrong is all right.

God Describes Death 

Genesis 3:17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Genesis 3:18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 

Adam and Eve’s act produced a damaged relationship with God but the problem was even greater. We see that the ground itself was now going to oppose men. Another much greater
affect happened within the human race. Now all decedants have  been changed into defiled human beings. 

This is Bible death. In other words what the Bible terms as death can be seen and felt as the problems of life.


A New Look At Why Bad Things Can Happen

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Not following spiritual guideline always produces repercussion. These repercussion manifest themselves in our daily life as problems, pain failures and tragedy.

Life or Death is a Choice

It is not uncommon to hear modern day Christians talking about choosing life but seldom do we hear teaching on avoiding death. We do have a choice and death is still a destructive force in the present day church. 

Deuteronomy 30:15 See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 

God has set before all people a choice. The choice is a matter of life and death.

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: 

If we know what God has set before these people we will know what life and death look like. The mystery is solved by looking at the blessings and the curses because they are the same as life and death.

The Blessings Are the Same as Life And Good 

Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 

The blessing causes God's people to be victorious.

The Blessings Are Conditional 

Deuteronomy 28:2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. 

Notice the word "if".  God's rules have changed but there are still rules and the word "if" is still important. This condition has never changed. We still must hearken to do certain things.

Deuteronomy 28:3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 
:4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 

The blessings cover all aspects of life and are what the Bible calls life.

Being Out of the Will of God 
Produces Curses, Problems and Death

Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: 

It is important at this point to ask ourselves a question. If being obedient to the will of God in the Old testament brought blessings is it still important? If disobedience in the Old Testament produced problems does it work the same today?
If the answer is yes then it is very important to find out what sin and death is.

We will learn that the curses are the everyday disasters that plague any society that does not obey the will of God. God sat life and blessings as well as curses and death before the people. The following verses will show us a picture of death.

Deuteronomy 28:16 Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. 
Deuteronomy 28:17 Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 
18 Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 
19 Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 

When there is a failure to follow directions death will touch every aspect of human existence. It is not a question of being naughty or nice it is a question of setting in motion age old laws against ourselves.

Problems Failure and Destruction 
are Examples of Death

Deuteronomy 28:20 The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me. 

Failed projects are a sign of being out of the will of God and that sin and death are present.

Sickness Is the Kiss of Death

Deuteronomy 28:21 The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it. 
:22 The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish. 

Deuteronomy 28:27 The LORD will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you cannot be cured. 

The previous verses show how health is affected by being out of the will of God. Being out of the will of God is the same thing as inviting sickness. Could this be the reason for pestilence, plaque and exotic diseases?
Sin and Destructive Weather 

Deuteronomy 28:23 And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. 
24 The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 

Weather patterns are affected by the law of sin and death. Destructive weather like tornadoes, drought, and floods can be controlled by following spiritual law. They are not a matter of chance.

Wars Shall Be Lost If There Is Sin In The People

Deuteronomy 28:25 The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. 

Mental Illness Is From Sin 

Deuteronomy 28:28 The LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart: 
29 And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee. 

Marriages Fail 

Deuteronomy 28:30 Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes thereof. 

Where there is righteousness there is peace, prosperity and happy families. Sin destroys marriages. Death is in divorce settlements and the man loses his house and wife to another.

Children Are Affected By The Parents Sin

Deuteronomy 28:32 Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them all the day long: and there shall be no might in thine hand. 

Neighbors Shall Prosper At The Expense Of God’s People  

Deuteronomy 28:33 The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway: 

Sin Causes Fear And Sickness

Deuteronomy 28:34 So that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. 
35 The LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head. 

Government Not Able To Help

Deuteronomy 28:36 The LORD shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known; and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone. 

Christians spend money, time and energy trying to elect favorable leaders but when they are out of God’s will political solutions are useless. The leaders we elect to solve our problems will fail right along with the nation if we are out of the will of God.

Hunger Thirst and Poverty are Death

Deuteronomy 28:48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck until he has destroyed you. 

Ministers are Warned About Death

Leviticus 10:6  (KJV) And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath kindled. 

Notice in the above verse that the error of the ministers would cause problems for the people. This principle still is in affect today.

Ministers Are Affected by a Failure to Follow Instructions

Leviticus 10:7  (KJV) And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses. 
Ministers are Responsible for Discerning between Good and Evil Right and Wrong

Leviticus 10:10  (KJV) And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean; 

One of the major problems in the modern day church is a failure of ministers to be able to discern between that which is holy and that which is sin.

Ministers Are Responsible for Informing the People

Leviticus 10:11  (KJV) And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 

Leviticus 15:31  (KJV) Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness; that they die not in their uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that is among them. 
Leviticus 15:31  (NIV)"`You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling place, which is among them.'" 

Ministers are responsible for teaching the people about what is causing their problems.

Two Different Deaths 
Being Out of the Will of God Can Result in Childless Marriages 

Leviticus 20:20  (KJV) And if a man shall lie with his uncle's wife, he hath uncovered his uncle's nakedness: they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 
Leviticus 20:21  (KJV) And if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brother's nakedness; they shall be childless. 

The previous verses are talking about two kinds of death. One is dying physically the other death is the curse of going childless. 

The Responsibilities and Warnings to the Ministers 

Numbers 18:1   And the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house with thee shall be responsible for the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee shall be held responsible for the iniquity of your priesthood. 

Numbers 18:3  (KJV) And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die. 

Ministers are to Prevent Wrath and Destruction on the Children

Numbers 18:5  (KJV) And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar: that there be no wrath any more upon the children of Israel. 

Death and The Flesh

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

There are spiritual powers that destroy. The destructive power and resulting tragedy is what the Bible calls death.

 A Review of God Warning Adam About Death

Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

We must keep reemphasizing that sin is more than just an act that is unacceptable. Any though, word or action that is against the will of God opens the door to death, tragedy and problems.

God Warns Ministers About Death

Numbers 18:3  (NIV) They are to be responsible to you and are to perform all the duties of the Tent, but they must not go near the furnishings of the sanctuary or the altar, or both they and you will die. 

Notice that the duties of religious leaders when not properly performed will open the door to disasters among the people. It is important to point out that the word "die" does not mean they would physically die. It to cause tragedy and disasters to come.

God Warns His People About Death

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: 

Our plans, weather, family, possessions, finances, health are all affected by spiritual power and the spiritual decisions we make.

God Warns Modern Day Church About Death

Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

The affects of sin do not stop just because we believe in Jesus. The flesh carries the desires that Satan tempts and then we commit acts out of God’s will.

The Human Reasoning and Understanding 
is an Enemy of God

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
The carnal mind consist of human reasonings and attitudes. It is flesh and opens the door to sin and death..

The Cycle of Desire, Temptation, Sin, and Death 

There are still spiritual powers that will tempt and lead the unsuspecting and rebellious away from God and life.

James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 


James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

The cycle of sin and death is the result of desires, temptation, sin and then death or tragedy and disaster.

Stopping the Cycle of Sin and Destruction

Being forgiven and forgiving others is an essential tool in escaping the law of sin and death. Forgiving is far more than just the right religious thing to do, forgiveness is a matter of sickness and heath, life or death, success or tragedy.

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

1 John 1:8  (NIV) If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

We Must Meet the Conditions of Forgiveness

For our every action there is an equal and corresponding reaction.

Mark 11:25  (NIV) And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 
Mark 11:26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 

Being forgiven is conditional on first forgiving others who have caused us problems.

Old Testament Warnings

Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: 
16 Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. 
Deuteronomy 28:17 Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 
18 Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 
19 Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 


Does Sin  Produce Death  in the Modern Church?

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This verse is written to the church but not to just make them aware of repercussions that come upon the world but to also warn them.

A New Testament Example of Sin Producing Death in the Church

The next several verses are a vivid example of how wrong attitudes and spiritual error can open the door to serious problems.

1 Corinthians 11:27  (KJV) Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 11:27  (NIV) Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

Notice the words sinning and guilty. One of the most overlooked doctrines in the modern church is how seemingly innocent acts can produce major problems. Most modern day ministers are ignorant of the dangerous repercussions from spiritual error.

Examining Ourselves is Important 

1 Corinthians 11:28  But let a man examine himself, before he eats of that bread, and drinks of that cup. 

The most dangerous activity we can be involved in is flippantly taking part in spiritual ceremony while contaminated by fleshly errors.

Christians Can Bring 
Damnation and Judgment on Themselves

1 Corinthians 11:29  (KJV) For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 
1 Corinthians 11:29  (NIV) For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

The Reasons For Tragedy in Christianity

We can learn much from the next few verses. We will learn that there are spiritual reasons for problems among believers. We can also see that there is a real and present danger of disobedient and wayward Christians being condemned with the world. 

The third thing we can learn is to what lengths God must go to get us to perceive and deal with our personal spiritual errors. 

God can do one of two things to those rushing headlong into eternal judgment. He can either ignore it or cause something bad to happen. 

1 Corinthians 11:30  (KJV) For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
1 Corinthians 11:31  (KJV) For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 
1 Corinthians  11:32  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, so that we will not be condemned with the world. 

God's chastening is more than just punishment it is to stop Christians from eternal condemnation.

Chastening is one of the first and most often places we will personally experience God's love and power in our lives and church. 

(See "Does God Spank His Children?-The Chastening of God" 

There is more than one reason why things go wrong in life. Sin is not always the sole reason but it is always the first area we should examine when trying to avoid or overcome problems.

It is also important to realize that the subject of sin and death is sometimes complex and difficult to fathom. The point of this material is not to condemn people as sinners but to open the eyes to possibilities that have not been well explored in modern times.
The End

