Does God Spank His Children? - The Chastening of God
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The Chastening of God
A Bible Study on One Source of Problems

The Bible speaks of several reasons why problems and adversity come into the life of a believer. This Bible study looks at: The rod and rebuke from God’s chastening.

Why Does there have to Be Chastening?

There is a spiritual law that applies to all humanity, it goes like this:

"Where there is complacency, there is no seeking, When there is no seeking there is no revelation. Where there is no revelation divine directives are not seen. When divine directives are not seen and followed death begins to take over".

Chastening produces problems and pain. Desperation replaces complacency along with the incentive to seek, find, and follow divine directives.

The obvious questions are:

	Do the children of God need discipline and correction? 
	Are foolishness and complacency dangerous? 
	How does God turn carnal Christians away from deception and error?
	What are the rod and rebuke?
	How are love and chastening connected?


The Fallen State of Christianity

It is important for each person to know that at various times throughout history the world has undergone cataclysmic change. 

One of those great changes took place in the Garden of Eden when man allowed powerful spirit beings to come in to and take over creation. At the same time human beings became spiritually and mentally perverted. 

One of the great side affects of that perversion is man's inability to recognize his own failings and the need for restructuring his spirit, soul and body. 

The other more dangerous yet least understood side affect is the ability of evil spirit beings to influence, deceive and manipulate  Christians which causes them to turn their back on and begin to lose the life of God.

God's plan calls for a complete restructuring of humanity which will change them spiritually, mentally, and physically. This restructuring will at the same time eliminate the ability of evil spirit beings to control Christians.

This restructuring process is the most important process that a person can engage in. It is not only the plan of God it is the sole purpose of life while we are on this planet.

(For more information on the restructuring plan of God for Christians see "God Loves Christians BUT He Hates the Way We Are")

When men, especially Christians lose sight of how and why this restructuring process is so important God has no alternative but to make things so uncomfortable that we will begin to seek and find that we and our perverted human attributes are the cause of problems and that we need repentance and labor to restructure the way we are.

Because of a lack of teaching in the last many generations concerning the chastening of God Christians have attributed their problems to other things. The result is Christianity id filled with lasciviousness and disobedience to God's plan.

It is the purpose of these pages to bring to light one of the most essential parts of God's operation among his people.

The Reasons for Problems

The Bible gives us valuable insight into formulas for success as well as reasons for failure and pain. Bible knowledge is essential in order to avoid tragedy. The following verse gives us one of the reasons why God's people suffer tragedy.

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 

God's people are not immune to problems even though the Bible is filled with opportunities to enjoy success and victory in all phases of life. The Bible speaks of several reasons why problems and adversity come into the life of a believer. The various reasons why pain, failure, and mental anguish happen to people include:

(1) Natural reasons for problems
(2) Spiritual forces causing problems
(3) Personal sin opening the door to problems 
(4) The rod and rebuke from God’s chastening.

Throughout modern day Christianity there has been a lack of teaching concerning the chastening of God. Understanding why there has to be chastening and what it looks like is absolutely essential in order to be properly prepared for eternity.

Divine chastening is one of the most important tools in cleansing and perfecting the church.

The Unknown Danger to Christians
Will disobedient and self-willed Christians suffer eternal punishment?

The following verses are an illustration of God's chastening Christians in an early church. It is important to know that we are involved in a very, very serious operation and that sin always produces death in Christians. Chastening is sometimes the only way of saving a Christian from his own self destructive attitudes and actions.

The Dangers of Wrong Actions and Attitudes in Church

The following verses are an example of Christians who don't understand the dangers and seriousness of our time in this earth. They are about to bring judgment upon themselves.

1 Corinthians 11:27 (NIV) Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 
:28  (NIV) A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

Christians who do not examine themselves looking for flaws will be accused by Satan and judged as committing sin against the Lord.
Christians Bring Damnation on Themselves

11:29  (KJV) For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 

Wrong attitudes, motives and actions in church brings damnation. Damnation is another word for receiving penalties because of sin. 

1 Corinthians 11:30  (KJV) For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep. 

There are many churches who are weak, have sickly members and die beforew there time. The question is are the reasons more spiritual and serious than they think?
 
Judge Yourself

I Corinthians 11:31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 

If Christians would learn the difference between spiritual right and wrong they could avoid many of the tragedies of life. Self evaluation then making corrections will eliminate much hardship.

Why Do Bad Things Happen?
Because Disobedient Christians are in Danger of Judgment!

The following verses clearly state that Christians who believe in Jesus and attend church can and will be condemned to eternal damnation if they continue to disregard important Bible directives.

(For more information on how Christians can destroy their own salvation obtain the session entitled "The Unforgivable Sin - The Sin Unto Death")

I Corinthians 11:32  (KJV) But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 
I Corinthians 11:32  (NIV) When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world. 

Notice that these two translations connect the terms chastened, judged and disciplined. Notice also that this verse also says that this happens so that a Christian will not have to suffer the same eternal penalties that the wicked of the world will face. In other words some undisciplined and disobedient Christians will be cast away.

Love and Chastening
 
Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
be zealous therefore, and repent. 

One of the first and most abundant ways in which a believer will experience the presence and love of God is through divine chastening. 

The single greatest goal of chastening is so that we will repent and make changes in they way we think, act and talk. 
The single greatest mistake made in the modern day church is a failure to make changes. 

Chastening is The Source of Wisdom

Proverbs 3:11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 
Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Chastening can be unpleasant, painful and embarrassing but we are admonished to endure it without anger or resentment. Remember chastening is not to give God a chance to vent his anger at disobedience, chastening is profitable to the children in the long run.

Why Would a Loving Parent 
Bring Pain Into the Life of His Child?

The best way of understanding why a loving God would cause pain in the life of his children is to look at a hypothetical case. Supposing you have a toddler that is just learning to explore and run. Imagine for a minute that you are next to a busy highway and there are large trucks speeding up and down the road. 
Most children have no idea of the dangers of the highway. They innocently would run right out into the path of an oncoming vehicle and either be killed or badly injured. If a toddler runs toward the road his parent would order him to stop but like most human beings some will not listen and continue toward danger. 

After several warnings the child must taste a sample of the danger. A wise parent would scold and spank. In other words they would let the child experience a small taste of what lies ahead for the foolish and disobedient. The pain inflicted is not from anger but from love and concern. God is no different. Chastening is a learning and correcting tool.

Just like that busy highway, this life and eternity holds great dangers. Most Christians like the toddler have no idea of the dangers or that life is not a game. God has to resort to drastic measures.

Happiness, Wisdom and Understanding

Proverbs 3:13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 

Chastening produces wisdom and understanding of spiritual law. This in turn leads to a happy life because he can then see problems to avoid and opportunities to seize. Obtaining wisdom is a life changing experience it leads to life itself.

Parents and Chastening

Deuteronomy 8:5 Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. 

The wise and loving parent always chastens his child because chastening results in successful happy offspring. God does the same with his children.

Fear is Good

Deuteronomy 8:6 Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him. 

Fear is the mother of obedience. Fear is a creator of repentance. Great leaders often invoke fear in those under them. Fear can make the difference between life and death. Fools have no fear. Christians without fear of God's authority and punishments are headed for disaster.

Chastening Always Precedes the Gifts and Promises

Deuteronomy 8:7 For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills; 

The wilderness always precedes the promise land. It is in the wilderness that we learn that our human ideas and ways are wrong


Fools are Destroyed by Prosperity

Proverbs 1:32  (KJV) For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
Proverbs 1:32  (NIV) For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them; 

Foolishness is abundant among most societies. God always chastens so that His children will acquire wisdom. Without wisdom prosperity and success will destroy the fool.

God Chastens His Church

Hebrews 12:1  (NIV) Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Sin will be a problem. It is a Christian responsibility to do something about it

Hebrews 12:5  (KJV) And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 

Notice the term "despise not thou the chastening". Chastening is never fun and sometimes very serious, even life threatening, our first reaction is to get mad, retaliate, or use natural remedies to solve the problem. 

The only real solution is to rejoice because we are being corrected for our profit then repent and get forgiven.

Love and Chastening

Hebrews 12:6  (KJV) For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

There is a direct correlation between chastening and love. The best parents are those who correct, discipline and punish disobedient and ignorant children. 

One of the first places we will experience the love of God is in chastening. 

The Father and His Children

Hebrews 12:7  (KJV) If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 

Hebrews 12:7  (NIV) Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 

One of the primary duties of any father is to train his children to deal with the adversities and pitfalls of life. Chastening introduces the fact that wrong decisions, foolishness and laziness produces problems and pain. 

The kingdom of God holds promise and opportunities but only for the well disciplined and learned child of God.

Some Christians are Illegitimate Children

Hebrews 12:8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

Hebrews 12:8  (NIV) If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 

Professing Christians who are not chastened are not true sons of God. The greatest condemnation a child of God can receive is to be allowed to believe that he is all right. People without chastening are usually self-righteous, proud and spiritually ignorant. 


A professing Christian whom God does not chasten is headed for disaster because illegitimate children do not inherit the kingdom.

Chastening Produces Respect

Hebrews 12:9  (NIV) Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 

Chastening is not child abuse. Child beaters are not in love. A child without chastening will experience failure and destruction from death.

Chastening Produces Profit

Hebrews 12:10  (KJV) For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 

Holiness is the goal of chastening. Holiness is the personality of God. Holiness is an essential ingredient.

Chastening is Sometimes Painful 

Hebrews 12:11  (KJV) Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 
Hebrews 12:11  (NIV) No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

God always will speak to us when we need correction but if we do not listen or disobet a second time we can expect some pain in our life.

There are a variety of ways in which God chastens his children, most of them are very unpleasant. Sometimes there is pain in the body, sometimes, there is disappointment and failure.

Holiness the Only Way to See the Lord
 
Hebrews 12:14  (KJV) Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 
Hebrews 12:14  (NIV) Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 

Eternity will be filled with weeping Christians because they never acquired holiness. Holiness is the goal of life and the purpose of chastening.
The Wilderness
Why Do Trials and Adversity Precede the Promises?

Deuteronomy 8:7 For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills; 
Deuteronomy 8:15  (KJV) Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 

Deuteronomy 8:16  (KJV)Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 

Without trials producing humility we will always end up in a mess because it is human nature to err.

Jesus Learned Obedience from Suffering Hardships

Hebrews 5:8  (KJV) Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 
Hebrews 5:8  (NIV) Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 

We will always have two choices God's way or the wrong way, Jesus was no different. 

Jesus went through the trials and tribulations of life as he was growing up. It was through adversity and hardship that he learned to be guided into understanding the formulas and guidelines of God. Struggles and adversity are the inspiration for answers. 

Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. It is in the wilderness that we learn obedience to God plan.

Obedience to God is not only rewarding it must first be learned because God's ways are far different than portrayed by most of Christianity.

The Carnal Mind In Christians - The Enemy of God

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

The carnal mind is the human mind. Human reasoning is an enemy of  truth, faith and love. Chastening is the only way to give us the incentive to get rid of it.

Christians Start Out as Foolish Children

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. 

Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 

Spankings and rebuke drives foolishness out of Baby Christians. God carries a rod and rebuke and does not hesitate to use it to get our attention. 

Crying Will not Stop the Repercussions of Disobedience

Proverbs 19:18 Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying. 

Once a child has failed to follow directives the recourse is often a spanking. We may cry and beg to stop the promised penalty but the wise parent will carry out the penalty any way because the child will immediately think he can get away with it again. That is human nature. The carnal Christian must learn that punishment always follows disobedience. The end result is spiritual growth and joy.

A Chastened Child is a Joy

Proverbs 29:17  Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul. 
Proverbs 29:17  (NIV) Discipline your son, and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul. 

Spoiled children bring grief and disappointment to his parents. A properly disciplined child brings delight. Spoiled Christians are not only a pain in the neck to those around them they are also dangerous and destructive and cause God grief.

Fear of God is the Beginning of Wisdom

Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. 

The Severity of Chastening

Psalm 118:18  (NIV) The LORD has chastened me severely, 
but he has not given me over to death. 

Some chastening appears as if it will kill us and that God has deserted us but that is usually not the case.

Chastening Causes Loss of Health

Psalm 38:3 Because of your wrath there is no health in my body; 
my bones have no soundness because of my sin. 

One of the first places we should look for the cause of sickness and pain in our body is our disobedience to God's plan. Disobedience even when done in ignorance is a major cause of disease and pain both in body and mind.

Chastening Produces Guilt in the Wise

Psalm 38:4 My guilt has overwhelmed me 
like a burden too heavy to bear. 
Psalm 38:5 My wounds fester and are loathsome because of my sinful folly. 
Psalm 38:6 I am bowed down and brought very low; all day long I go about mourning. 
Psalm 38:7 My back is filled with searing pain; there is no health in my body. 
Psalm 38:17 For I am about to fall, and my pain is ever with me. 

Notice the connection in the above verse between guilt, wounds, sin, folly, mourning, back trouble and no health. Pain gets our attention. The wise will quickly recognize that they are being chastened. Guilt precedes repentance and correction. Chastening also produces failure and mourning which results in despair and despondency. 

The Way Back to Health and Peace

Psalm 38:18 I confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin. 
Psalm 38:21 O LORD, do not forsake me; be not far from me, O my God. 
Psalm 38:22 Come quickly to help me, O Lord my Savior. 

The primary reason for chastening in the first place is so that we can recognize our own shortcomings and errors. Confession of our errors in humility and shame is a cleansing and restoration process.

Self Evaluation
Psalm 73:22 So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee. 

The person who is speaking in the above verse was probably a very successful, well educated and a faithful worshipper but he had transgressed some very important spiritual guidelines. Notice that he recognizes and admits his foolishness and ignorance.

The Goal
Psalm 73:23  Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

Psalm 73:24  (NIV) You guide me with your counsel, 
and afterward you will take me into glory. 

Chastening has one essential purpose and that is to motivate God's people to prepare themselves for eternity.

The human soul is filled with all kinds of dangerous and destructive attributes. It is these attributes that make human beings angry, lazy, foolish, arrogant and greedy. It is not uncommon to see Christians gossip, sue each other, indulge in weird worship and rebel against are elected leaders. These things are spiritually illegal and result in people hurting people. 
 God is always with us to protect and guide but with that closeness also comes discipline and chastening. 
Preparing for eternity means changing who we are and the way we are. It requires cleansing and perfecting. Chastening produces holiness. Holiness is essential for being taken into glory. Obedience is more important than just believing in Jesus.

THE END


