Introduction

This material is a session from "The Spiritual Dangers Seminar". 

There are four spiritual situations that will have a dramatic impact on every person born into the earth. 

These things are

·	The Law of Sin and Death
·	The Day of Judgment 
·	The Operation of Demonic Beings 
·	The Day of the Lord

“The day of the Lord” is prophesied as a coming event throughout the Bible. It is directly connected to the second coming of Jesus Christ and a fire that will consume both heaven and earth. 

If you are a student of the Word you will find the this session to be compelling, sobering and educational.

The following material is about "The Day of the Lord", "Fire" and the need for Christian to prepare themselves.

THE HEAVENS ON FIRE
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The Fire and the Fall of Man

The Bible from beginning to end has one theme that stands out from all the rest. That theme is the fall of man and the plan of God to deal with the situation. Part of the plan includes a fire from on high that will destroy all natural elements. That fire will also act as a refining process for God‘s people so that only that which is precious is left.

The Bible sets before every believer a work to do. This work is to construct a building upon the foundation of Jesus Christ. This work will change the soul and personality of the believer from human greed, pride, lust, foolishness and rebelliousness into a godly personality of love, wisdom, power, humility, gentleness and peace.

The fire at the second coming of the Lord will reveal what and how a Christian has built.

 The Christian who completes the task will receive rewards. Those Christians who neglect this opportunity are neglecting God’s plan of salvation and will lose rewards.

Just like any tragic house fire this fire will destroy the life work of some. Others, who have built with proper materials will be unscathed and rewarded.

God always notifies his people and gives directions on coming crisis and how to prepare. This material deals with that subject.

The following pages give a list of scriptures and comments concerning how the fire will affect Christians.

The Day Of The Lord and Destruction

Throughout the Bible we see numerous references made to a coming event called "the day of the Lord". Most of the scriptures referring to this event also describe it as a time of destruction. We find in the following Bible verses a detailed description of this time and event and who it will affect.

(Isaiah 13:6 )
Howl ye; for the day of the LORD 
is at hand; it shall come as a destruction 
from the Almighty. 

Isaiah 13:6 is one of the many places in the Bible that "the day of the Lord is mentioned. This passage is speaking of an event that will take place in a time predetermined by God. 

Notice that the prophet Isaiah is speaking a warning to the people of his generation although the actual event has not taken place at the time of this writing which is thousands of years later. We will learn later that every person ever born into this earth will be present when this event takes place.

Also notice that the destruction will not come from a nuclear explosion or a natural source, it will originate and be carried out by Almighty God himself.

Woe Unto Some

(Amos 5:18)
Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! 
to what end is it for you? 
the day of the LORD is darkness, and not light.

Many people state that they are eagerly awaiting the second coming of the Lord. We can learn from Amos 5:18 that "the day of the Lord" is more than just a second coming. It will be a time of terror for many. The earth will be darkened and great destruction will occur.  People will be in despair.

The Fire

The next several verses give us an even greater revelation concerning "the day of the Lord". This cataclysmic event will be accompanied by fire unparalleled in history. 

(Joel 1:15)
Alas for the day! 
for the day of the LORD is at hand, 
and as a destruction from the Almighty 
shall it come. 
Joel 1:19 O LORD, to thee will I cry: 
for the fire hath devoured the pastures 
of the wilderness, and the flame hath 
burned all the trees of the field. 

The Book of Joel has much to say about the fire and what will be affected.  

(At this time it might be a good idea to interject why there has to be a fire. We know by reading the Book of Genesis that mankind and the earth became infected with sin. We also know that God has a plan to eradicate this condition.   
Spiritual fire plays a major role in God's plan to deal with sin. We will find in the Book of Revelation that there is an eternal dwelling place for sin called "The Lake of Fire".
 
Fire plays a major role in purifying and tempering precious metals. Fire cleans the ground of briars and thorns. The Bible refers to a spiritual cleansing and purifying by fire.

The conclusion is that even in the natural world around us we find numerous uses and dangers of fire. We believe men will find a direct parallel between the way we use or perish from fire and the Bible predictions of the way God will use it.)

A Devouring Fire and "Them"

(Joel 2:3)
A fire devoureth before them; 
and behind them  a flame burneth: 
the land is as the garden of Eden before them, 
and behind them a desolate wilderness; 
yea, and nothing shall escape them. 

Notice the word "them" in the above verse. Who is  this referring to? We will see verses later telling us that angels are heavenly hosts and will play a large role in this dynamic time of the Lords return to an unrepentant world. 

We are told nothing shall escape them indicating an attack will be taking place.

The Lord Will Come in Fire and Chariots

(Isaiah 66:14) 
And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and 
your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the 
LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies. 15 For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and  with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

Verse fifteen speaks of "chariots" which were a tool of warfare which will be used in conjunction with the fire.

The Second Coming Of Jesus

Many things shall precede and accompany the second coming of the Lord. We know that in His second coming He shall be as a lion and by reading the following verses we will see that wrath and fire also will be present.  

(2 Thessalonians 1:6  NIV) 
God is just: He will pay back trouble to  those who trouble you 

God promises many things. One of the promises is to repay those who stand against his people.


The Fire - The Angels

(2 Thessalonians 1:7  NIV)
 and give relief to you who are troubled, 
and to us as well. This will happen when 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire 
with his powerful angels. 

Here we see a direct connection between the second coming of the Lord and a fire. This has to be talking the day of the Lord prophesied in the Old Testament.
Notice that he will be in the presence of powerful angels. The Book of Joel uses the word "them". (See Joel 2:3)

The Second Coming Of Jesus in Fiery Vengeance

(2 Thessalonians 1:8)  
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
The previous verses shows us that when Jesus returns it will be in retribution and that He will be accompanied by fire. This is the same fire that will effect those people who heard the prophecies of the Old Testament men of God.

Verse eight says that not only will there be problems for those that don’t know the Lord but also those believers that do not obey the gospel. 

The Day - The Fire - The Works - The Building

One of the most neglected areas of God's plan for the church is preparing Christians for what lies ahead. 

The following verses are written to modern day Christians as an admonition and warning. These verses are speaking about the day of the Lord and fire. These scriptures tell us that Christians will be affected by the fire in either a positive way or a destructive way.

(I Corinthians 3:13) 
Every man's work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire and it shall try every man's work 
of what sort it is. 

The above verse tells us that "the day shall declare or reveal a man's work". This is speaking of "the day of the Lord". Just below this statement we see the word fire mentioned twice. 

All through the Bible "the day of the Lord" and "fire" are connected and here it is connecting fire and the church people.

Christian Building 

One of the most important things any believer can do is to learn why and how to build. 

(I Corinthians 3:10) 
By the grace God has given me, 
I laid a foundation as an expert builder, 
and someone else is building on it. 
But each one should be careful how he builds. 


There are two ways to build, the right way or the wrong way. Here the Bible is warning Christians about following a Bible blue print.

The Foundation

(I Corinthians 3:11) 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

The foundation of our building is Jesus Christ. According to the Bible Jesus Christ is in us and this is what we build upon.

(I Corinthians 3:12) 
If any man builds on this foundation 
using gold, silver, costly stones, orwood, hay or straw, 

We have our choice on whether to build or not and also how much and with what material.

The Day of Fire and Our Works

(I Corinthians 3:13 )
his work will be shown for what it is, because 
the Day will bring it to light It. will be revealed with fire, 
and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 

The day mentioned in verse thirteen is the day of the Lord or the time of the second coming of Jesus. This is the same event mentioned through the Bible called the day of the refiners fire and wrath. This return of Jesus into the earth is accompanied by fire. 

The work is the result of our personal effort or the lack thereof. Phil 2:12 tells believers to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. The only work that will survive the fire is from our obedience to follow God’s plan of salvation to build upon the foundation of Jesus. 

The work of salvation involves building the person of Jesus into our soul until we become just like he is and act and think just like he does. It is the process of shedding the human personality and acquiring God’s personality, attitudes and mind.

Christians and the Fire

(I Corinthians 3:14) 
If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 
:15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.

The fire is a refiner burning away everything not pure. Only results gained from the work of faith will remain. Rewards will come only to those who have followed directions to create spiritual results. The fruit and attributes of the Holy Spirit built up in our personality are the precious stones.

There is good news here because this fire will burn away all the bad possessions that do us damage. 

Verses fourteen and fifteen are both talking about believers. In order for the work to be tried and found worthy by fire that person would have to be present when the fire of wrath came with Jesus.

The Bible Precedent for Destruction

Destruction has always followed on the heels of evil. Man and his nature are the culprits. By observing the destruction of the earth in the days of Noah we can learn some important facts. 

The sixth chapter from the Book of Genesis gives us details on the events leading up to the first destruction by a flood.

Evilness in Humanity is Seen

(Genesis 6:1) 
And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on 
the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 
(Genesis 6:5) 
And GOD saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

We can see the same thing today on the evening news that God saw with the first humans that populated the earth. Torture, killings, robberies, sexual perversions, and child neglect all are manifestations of a world gone wrong.

Man Disappoints God

(Genesis 6:6 )
And it repented the LORD that he had made man 
on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 

The Bible tells us several times that God was sorry he ever made a human race that is why the whole Bible sets out a plan to change us.
God Responds to Man’s Attitude and Actions 

(Genesis 6:7)
And the LORD said, I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the 
face of the earth; both man, 
and beast, and the creeping thing, 
and the fowls of the air; 
for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. 

Whenever we are cheated, misused, or hurt by others we get a small sample of what God sees in the human race. When we see inhumanity, torture, greed and war we are again seeing what God saw in men.

Grace Comes to Those With a Right Attitude 

(Genesis 6:8 )
But Noah found grace  in the eyes of the LORD. 

Throughout the Bible we find references to people finding grace. We are convinced that attitude has more to do with finding grace than outward actions. God does not condemn men because of their actions as much as for their attitude and refusal to recognize the error of their ways.

Men Had Corrupted by Choice

(Genesis 6:11) 
The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence. 
12 And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, 
it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth. 

There are different types of error. Some are corrupted because they were born with personality deficiencies handed down by the parents and then raised in violence and squalor. Others choose to become corrupted. Both need to repent but those who choose evil have corrupted themselves beyond hope.

God Warns and Directs Noah

(Genesis 6:13)
And God said unto Noah, 
The end of all flesh is come before me; 
for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; 
and, behold, 
I will destroy them with the earth. 

The nature of humanity is a big part of why there are problems in the earth. In the days of Noah the actions and attitude of people caused problems in society. Today sickness, natural disasters, and tragedy are a direct result of people and their actions and attitudes.

 God's Blue Print for Noah's Escape

God always warns and gives an opportunity to escape coming disaster. Noah was given a plan to follow and the New Testament gives us warnings and directions. 

Notice that Noah found grace but he still had a part to play. He was given specifications and a work to do. If he had not followed directions or had not gotten the work done he would have been destroyed with the others.
(Genesis 6:14) 
Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms 
shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall 
be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 

Notice in both the preceding verses and the ones that follow all the exacting specifications and detailed work God assigned Noah. God has given important and exacting New Testament building directives to the church so we can survive the coming fire.

(Genesis 6:16 )
A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 

God Always Tells the Righteous 

(Genesis 6:17) 
And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 
18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.

Not only did the Lord warn Noah that he was going to bring destruction and exactly how he would do it, he also gave very specific in instructions to build something and exact specifications on how it was to be built. 

The New Testament gives believers exact specifications on what to build and how it is to look in order to escape the destruction by fire. We must assume that Noah spent years at work before he completed this large task. It is just as demanding and time consuming building our New Testament ark. 
The sorriest person in the world will be the believer in Jesus but never follows the plan to it’s finish.

The Fire
THE FINAL DESTRUCTION

There is a direct parallel between the flood and the fire. II Peter chapter three connects the two events.

(II Peter 3:5 NIV) 
But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 
6 (NIV) By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 

The original world system was destroyed by water. It set a precedent for the final coming destruction. The people in that day were warned by Noah but they chose to ignore his admonitions.

The Modern Day Heaven and Earth 

II Peter 3:7 (NIV) By the same word 
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, 
being kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men. 

Notice the word fire in verse seven. This fire must be prepared for by modern day believers just as Noah prepared for the flood because he believed the warnings of God.

God Delays Because of Compassion

(II Peter 3:9) 
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, 
as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. 

Verse nine is written to believers in Jesus Christ and carries a warning about perishing. This point would not have been written to believers if there were no danger. 
The Lord has a plan for people to work in a perfection process building up holiness which is the escape from fire in the same way Noah built the ark. People who do not follow the directions will suffer from the destruction. 

The word repentance means far more than just becoming a believer. The word literally means to undergo change. That change is a transformation that will take place as a result of being actively involved in God’s sanctification process. 
The end result is holiness which is the character traits of Jesus replacing the human traits in our soul and body. 

The Day of the Lord and Fire

(II Peter 3:10 )
But the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night; in the which
 the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
 and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. 

This verse mentions "the day of the Lord" specifically in connection with modern church. The day of the Lord can be none other than Jesus coming in fire.

Notice that everything will be destroyed by fire including the heavens and elements. We can assume that the elements include all molecular and atomic structure that make up physical material matter. Only spiritual material will remain.


 Be Ye Holy

(II Peter 3:11) 
Seeing then that 
all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 

Holiness is not an option it is our only hope in order to survive the day of the Lord.

Holy conversation literally means to live a life as one transformed by faith and God’s work into love, peace, wisdom, righteousness etc. 

No person can survive judgment by good works. Survival depends upon the creation of godliness in the spirit, soul, and body.
That Day

(II Peter 3:12 NIV) 
as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. 
That day will bring about the destruction
 of the heavens by fire, and 
the elements will melt in the heat. 

"The day of God and that day" in verse twelve are both referring to the second coming of Jesus in fire.
Again notice that even the heavens shall be burnt away. It again mentions the word "elements" meaning the molecules and atoms shall be burnt away. 
Looking For the New

(II Peter 3:13 NIV) 
But in keeping with his promise 
we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

Destruction of the world which is a carrier of sin and death is a necessary prelude to the new home where only that which is good and right will dwell.

(II Peter 3:14) 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be diligent that 
ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.

Verse fourteen is another warning to believers that strife, sin blemishes, and faults be eliminated from our person.

The Fire Is A Refiner And Purifier

(Malachi 3:2) 
But who may abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth? 
for he is like a refiner's fire, 
and like fullers' soap: 

"The day of his coming" is a reference to the "day of the Lord and fire" and "the second coming of Christ". The fire is a refiners fire. It goes without saying that the world society will fail at his coming so the warnings are not to them. The danger of the refiners fire is that many Christians who are still carriers of the human nature will not be able to stand. 

The Day Cometh That Shall Burn

(Malachi 4:1) 
For, behold, the day cometh, 
that shall burn as an oven; 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, s
hall be stubble: and 
the day that cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the LORD of hosts, that
 it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 

Throughout the Bible are warnings about a coming fire that shall affect all people ever born. Here in Malachi we see yet another reference to "that day and that fire"

Work With Fear and Trembling

The following scripture is one of the most important messages from God to his people. It is written by one who knows about and understands the seriousness of the human and worldly conditions that exist in every believer.

(Philippians 2:12)
Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence,
 work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling. 

God Works in Those Who Are Obedient

(Philippians 2:13) 
For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

The work of salvation is an ongoing process. It is a partnership between each believer and God. Just as God worked with Noah to prepare for a coming destruction he also works with and in us. 

The wise will learn and apply the directions for building upon the foundation. The reason why there should be fear and trembling is because that there is a demolition of the whole creation coming and we shall all be present.

The End

