The Outer Darkness
What The Bible Says About 
A Third Eternal Dwelling Place For Unfaithful Ministers and Disobedient Christians


This session looks at

·	What Jesus said about the improperly dressed wedding guest

·	What the Books of Jude and II Peter say about unfaithful ministers and the mist of eternal darkness.

·	What Jesus said about  people who call him Lord but will be rejected because of disobedience.

·	What the Book of Revelation says about a dwelling place outside of the heavenly city.

·	What Jesus taught about the unprofitable and lazy servants being cast out into darkness.
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Why is There a Third Eternal Dwelling Place?

Did you ever wonder what might happen to Christians who are arrogant vengeful, overbearing, greedy or boisterous?

Did you ever stop to think how unpleasant heaven might be if certain Christians were there with you through all eternity?

Did you know that the Bible has a plan for people to follow that will change their personality and attitude?

Did you know that Christians who do not use God's grace to improve themselves may not make it into heaven?

I remember the first time I encountered unpleasant Christian people. My wife and myself had been invited to attend a Christian function. 

The church appeared warm and friendly as well as godly. As the events of the evening unfolded it became very evident that the pastor was not only unlearned in the Bible but he was more than a little arrogant, pushy and loud. The others in the congregation joined him as they tried to persuade people to come forward and get delivered even if they were reluctant. 

Church members continued their ritual, oblivious to the fact that their guests were upset and confused. Some of the congregation were speaking in tongues, others were prophesying, others screamed the name of Jesus.  

The pastor spied my wife and I, it was evident he was coming over to try and get us involved in his religious frenzy. We quietly excused ourselves and slipped out the side door. 

Needless to say this type of attitude is only to common among many modern day Christians. This kind of thing has occurred in various degrees on numerous occasions. 
The question is this, when did God say that religious worship become more important than compassion, wisdom, peace, character and integrity. 

Where does the Bible say that the minute we enter heaven we become peaceful, wise and humble. 

It doesn't! In fact the Bible reveals that Christians have a responsibility to produce godly attributes while in this life. 

The Bible also says that those Christians and ministers who retain ignorance, strife, and wrong religious activity and bring disgrace upon the name of God will suffer serious repercussions.


The good news is that those of us who labor to partake of the divine nature will be rewarded and in a different place than the obnoxious and disobedient.

Where will the disobedient and unruly Christians be?

Historically most of Christianity has professed a doctrine of life after death in which eternity will be spent in one of two places, either Heaven or Hell. The Bible offers much evidence that there may be more to this subject than has been covered in modern times.

The Bible list heaven as one eternal dwelling place which most of Christianity accepts. Hell, thought of as the other eternal dwelling place is not an eternal dwelling place at all. 

We see by reading the Book of Revelation (Rev 20:12-15) that "Hell" will be cast into “The Lake of Fire” therefore “The Lake of Fire” is an eternal dwelling and Hell will be in it. Are there other Christian ideas that need reform?

The Outer Darkness and the Garden of Eden

The New Testament of the Bible mentions on several occasions a place referred to as "the outer darkness", "the mist of darkness", and "the blackness of darkness". 

The Book of Revelation says that the obedient may enter the city where there is light but implies others shall be "without" or outside where there is no light.

The following material is an in-depth Bible study about this eternal darkness.
Many years ago I diligently studied not only the teaching of Jesus but  the corresponding revelations by the other writers of the New Testament. 

One of the most perplexing subjects taught by Jesus and writers of the New Testament is about a place called the outer darkness. The amazing thing about the scriptures on the outer darkness is that they are always in reference to a dwelling place for those who profess to be God’s people but are disobedient to the will of God. 

Before any understanding of the outer darkness can take place we must first understand a little about the dangerous attributes that dwell within humanity. 

Ever since the Garden of Eden every human being has desires and deficiencies in his spirit, soul and body that can erupt into disgusting and even destructive acts. It doesn't matter that these desires and deficiencies are not always visible they are still in every one of us. Anger, jealousy, pride and selfishness are good examples of some of these attributes. At first look they may not seem that dangerous but a closer look into the motives for violent crime will find some or all of these attributes were present as motivating ingredients.

Just because most people keep these attributes under control most of the time does not take away the fact that under the right circumstances and conditions they can and will erupt into destructive acts.
The plan of salvation gives all people an opportunity to work with God's Spirit and his Holy Word to remove and replace our dangerous human attributes.  

The Bible is quite clear in saying that those people who retain their dangerous and destructive attributes will face disappointment and even banishment when the books are opened on the day of judgment.

Jesus Says the Children of the Kingdom Shall Be Cast Out

Matthew 8:10 When Jesus heard it, he marveled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
 8:11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 
8:12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

It is the above scripture that first gives us a reason to ask and explore further concerning the outer darkness. We must ask: 

·	Who are the children of the kingdom?

·	Why will there be weeping and wailing? 

·	Why will they be cast out?  

·	What is the outer darkness?

The New Testament and the Darkness

The Books of II Peter and Jude both make mention of an eternal darkness.

The Mist of Darkness Forever

2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

2 Peter 2:17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 

The Blackness of Darkness Forever

Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 

The key words are "darkness" and "for ever". Notice the reference to false teachers in the church. This is not speaking of worldly professions. It is a description of a church and false pastors. 

One of the most recognizable features of a false minister is his practice of referring to the Bible but eliminating the "light of truth"  with his attitude and doctrines.

False teachers are inspired by the "Prince of Darkness" Those who reject the light in this life are enemies of God and will go through eternity without it. 

Not Everyone that Calls Jesus Lord goes to Heaven

Another compelling teaching of Jesus was concerning people who profess him as Lord but will be rejected in the end because of a failure to follow directions.

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

There are people who vocally profess Jesus Christ as Lord yet remain disobedient to God’s plan and directives?  It is not unusual to find whole congregations that profess to know Jesus yet do nothing concerning the will and plan of God.

It is important to point out that the will of God is far more than believing in Jesus. The will of God is a demanding, difficult and rigid set of guidelines and directives. 

The will of God is that all Christians follow the plan of sanctification which crucifies the flesh and develops godly attributes.

Religious Works as Opposed to Obeying God’s Directives

Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

The Bible reveals that there is a directive of God involving a process that will change the way we are and the way act that is far more important than our ministry work. People who neglect this process are not in the will of God and all their good works will be in vain. 

Casting out devils and prophesying in the name of the Lord are no where near as important to God as undergoing a personal revamping and rebuilding of our personality and desires. 

Depart From Me

Matthew 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Christians are the only people in earth who do works in the name of Jesus Christ. Are these the people in the above verse and if so where will they depart to? Could it be the outer darkness?

The Wise and the Foolish
The Obedient Vs the Self Willed

The Bible is God speaking to people. The New Testament is filled with opportunities, directives and warnings to the church. Some hear these sayings and build according to specifications others do it their own way.  The storms come against both buildings but only one holds up.

A Foundation of Obedience

Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 
 7:25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

The Foolish Christians Build the Same House but They Leave Something Important Out. 

Matthew 7:26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 
7:27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

The difference between a successful eternity and a coming destruction is more than in what a man hears or who he professes as Lord. Success results are determined by doing what he is told.

Does the storm represent the day of reckoning when eternal decisions will be made concerning the eternity of people professing to know Jesus but not following Bible directions? 

Matthew 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 

The people who heard the above teachings of Jesus were astonished, it is just as astonishing today.

The Unprofitable Servant

The following account is a parable of Jesus illustrating how important it is to grow and produce fruit in our lives by using the grace and gifts that God gives.

As we read these verses it is important to ask ourselves some questions. The New Testament is filled with admonitions to Christians concerning the importance of partaking of opportunity to change by using our faith. 

The Bible sets forth directives commanding us to build ourselves up in love, wisdom, power, faith and peace. Is the Christian who neglects these responsibilities unprofitable and what are the eternal ramifications?

Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 
 25:15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 

God gives different gifts and challenges to different people. It is how we use those gifts and opportunities that determine our destiny.

Spiritual Profit and Growth are Important

Matthew 25:16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 
25:17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 

God is a God of increase. Men who are wise make their master happy by increasing their masters worth. Men who make their boss rich are the best servants. 

One Person Misused His Opportunity

Matthew 25:18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 

Every person is given opportunities, responsibilities and warnings by God. Some Christians do the wrong things with their opportunity.

The Time of Christian Reckoning

Matthew 25:19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 

Parables are illustrations of spiritual truths. This parable is speaking about a time of reckoning for all individuals in the day the heavenly books are opened. 

Those who have taken the time to learn the will of God and fulfilled it will have rewards waiting.

One of the great misjudgments in modern society is by people assuming that every one who believes will go into eternity equally. The Bible is very clear, some Christians will be rewarded, other Christians will lose their rewards, while many Christians will even be rejected.
The Rewards of Righteousness

Make no mistake, some Christians produce results, others do nothing and some are a liability. It is important to know that we all have an opportunity to produce real and tangible spiritual results while in this life.

The whole plan of God is based on our efforts to work with God to produce spiritual growth and godliness. Eternity promises both rewards for the diligent and loss for the disobedient and foolish.

Matthew 25:20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 

Matthew  25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
Matthew  25:22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 
Matthew 25:23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

This parable is an excellent illustration of God and the way he does business. Notice all people do not receive the same size responsibility It is not how much we start with that is important but what we do with what has been given is. Contrary to popular belief God expects a return on his investment.

What goes around comes around. God is a rewarder of those who are diligent and faithful. Some will enter into the joy, others will be outside. 

The Dangers of Neglect

Matthew 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 

Notice the above person had an entirely different view of his master than the previous two servants. 

Unfounded Fear and Laziness 

Matthew 25:25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 
 25:26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 

The word wicked is a King James word for people who are untrustworthy. This servant was not only complacent and lazy but at the day of reckoning he will lie. Instead of admiting he was wrong he will say he was afraid. The lazy and willfully ignorant always have an excuse. They always blame someone else for their failure. 

A Proper Effort is Required

Matthew 25:27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 

Money is not important to God, but what we do with God’s grace is. Notice that all three servants did what they thought was right. Two had taken the time to find the right way, the other did what was right in his own eyes.

If he was truly afraid instead of being lazy and incompetent, he would still have done something that produced profitable results that benefited his master.

He Who Profits God Will Increase More
He Who is Not Growing Will Lose What He Has

Matthew 25:28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 
 25:29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

There is a spiritual law at work which always produces rewards for the diligent and obedient but causes loss and destruction for the pretenders and the slothful. The Bible is telling us it is not so important in what you believe but who and how we obey the truth.

The Unprofitable Christian & the Outer Darkness

Matthew 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Every person is given certain talents and opportunities by God. Some use their talents and pursue the opportunity which result in rewards for the individual. Some bury the talent and ignore the opportunity and thereby label themselves as self-willed and uncaring about God‘s plan for their lives. It is the pursuit of the opportunity that requires repentance and spiritual growth in order to succeed.

Jesus always used parables to illustrate a spiritual truth. The subject of this parable is that there are repercussions for wrong actions and that there will be a reason to weep for the unfaithful. 

Notice the words unprofitable. The question is this can a Christian be spiritually unprofitable? The next question is if a Christian is spiritually unprofitable will he be cast out into "outer darkness"?


The answer is this. The New Testament sets forth opportunity, commandments, responsibilities, and warnings. The Christian who does not produce results from the opportunity, follow the directives, fulfill his responsibilities, or heed the warnings will produce no growth or spiritual profit. 

It is the lack of results that causes anger, greed, pride and ignorance to be present in Christians. These attributes are not only unpleasant, they are dangerous and deadly.

The only recourse is to keep these kind of poisons out of the peace and righteousness of the eternal heavenly kingdom. The outer darkness is waiting for these people.

The Disrespectful Attitude

Matthew 22:1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 
22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 
 22:3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 

The above parable is an illustration of God’s invitation and how certain people respond.  This first invitation represents God’s invitation to the nation of Israel.

God’s Invitation to the Gentiles

Matthew 22:8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 
 22:9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 
22:10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

The king had mercy on all, both good and bad, but that does not mean that the bad do not have to conduct themselves properly.
The Disrespectful Guest 

Matthew 22:11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 
 22:12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 

The above verse is not written so much about a dress code as it is an attitude. Clothing as well as personality traits are outward expressions of the inner man. Showing up at an affair of this magnitude wearing sports clothes or no tie is a show of arrogance, disrespect and a rebellious attitude all of which are all traits of Satan.

The Bible is filled with scripture connecting clothing with peoples attitudes, office and personality. The New Testament directs Christians to put off certain attitudes and actions as well as to cloth themselves with godly attributes. The Book of Revelation speaks of Christians with soiled clothing who shall suffer repercussions.

Those Christians who show up at the wedding of Christ with soiled and improper clothing are disrespectful. Their soul, attitude and ugly personality will be reason for them to be cast out.

God’s Invites Many but Few Choose

Matthew 22:13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Matt 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 

Those who except God’s invitation but chose to do things their own way are risking their eternity. The "outer darkness" appears to be reserved for the disobedient, presumptuous, and disrespectful of God’s people.

Unfaithful Ministers and 
the Eternal Blackness of Darkness

Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and are thereby denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The church must be aware that there have been and will be unethical and ungodly people who enter the ministry. Many of these people profess Jesus as Lord and teach the Bible but turn God's grace into a license to "do there own thing" which is lasciviousness. 

Twice Dead

Jude 1:12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 

The term in the above verse that demands a closer look is twice dead. It is impossible to be twice dead unless a person is first made alive through his faith in Jesus Christ. A person becomes twice dead when he turns away from obedience to the truth and becomes self-willed  and introduces man made doctrines and rituals.

The Blackness of Darkness

Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 

The above verse mentions "the blackest of darkness". Is this the same thing Jesus called the outer darkness? If that is the case then the outer darkness is more than just a metaphor, it is a real place. Notice the term for ever. That term always means eternity. It appears that those people who turn from the light in this life will go through eternity in the absence of light.
Unfaithful Ministers and the Mist of Darkness

The following verses are speaking of the same false ministers that are mentioned in the Book of Jude. It is a sad fact but many ministers turn to religious self serving ritual rather than teaching and following God's plan.

2 Peter 2:1 NIV But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift destruction on themselves. 
Ministers who introduce heresies into the church are opening the door to personal disaster. Some of the destructive affects from this are manifested in this life as sickness, financial problems, and tragedy. Some will be cast away.

2Peter 2:2 NIV Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 
2Peter 2:3 NIV In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 

People love stories. False ministers are only to ready to use this to make money and fame for themselves. The problem is that man made stories eliminate the witness of the Holy Spirit.

The Mist of Darkness

2 Peter 2:17 KJV These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 

Some Bibles translate the mist of darkness as "the blackest darkness" but both are referring to an eternal condition for disobedient and self willed ministers

Those Who Leave The Faith

2 Peter 2:20 NIV If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 

The end of the world will spell doom for all those affiliated with it. God's plan gives these ministers an opportunity to be safe but those who ignore the plan will be lost.

They Once Knew The Way of God

2 Peter 2:21 NIV It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 

Notice the word "command". False ministers never accept the fact that God's orders and rules must be learned and followed. 
They Have Turned Back 

2 Peter 2:22 NIV Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud." 

The Bible tells us that some will depart from the faith because of their self righteous attitude, seducing spirits and other offers from Satan. The final result is that they become permanently corrupted.

The Heavenly City

Revelation 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
 22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

There is a beautiful city waiting for the obedient.

The Various Condition of Christians

Revelation 22:10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 
 22:11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 

There are various degrees of good and bad. They include the unjust, the filthy, the righteous and the holy. The Bible gives Christians the opportunity and formulas for cleansing their soul of error, dirt and human perversion. 

At the same time we have the opportunity to produce righteousness and holiness which is the purpose of life after we believe in Jesus.

Man Will Be Rewarded According to His Work

Revelation 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 

By looking at the Bible we have learned that there are good works and that there are those who produce.

In Heaven Some are In and Some are Outside

Revelation 22:13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 

The Darkness Outside of the Heavenly City 

Revelation 22:15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

Inside the city God is the light. Are those that are “without” in the darkness? Notice the words referring  "maketh a lie". 

There are two ways to look at the Bible. One way is through obedience to the Spirit of Truth the other is by men interpreting it through their own ideas.

There is no difference between light and truth as there is no difference between making the truth into a lie and darkness. Those who love man's perverted ideas of God's plan dwell in darkness.

The Sin Unto Death and Eternal Darkness

Revelation 22:19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

People love to ignore what the Bible says about God’s warnings to the church. 
They love to develop their own religious doctrines but manipulating anything as important as eternal destiny is dangerous and deadly.

Again we see in this verse that God shall put people "out" of the holy city. 

Will they be outside in the darkness? 

Is this the "eternal mist of darkness"? 

Will it be disobedient Christians and unfaithful ministers?

THE END


